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- I want to share a concept with us tonight that I am extremely passionate 

about. 

 - Up until 2 years ago, I didn’t even know this was a thing, & now, I see 

 it everywhere! 

  - It’s absolutely pervasive in the Body of Christ today & in our  

  entire world today!!! 

 

- It’s called “The Orphan Spirit.” 

 

- If we can begin to recognize this spirit in ourselves first, & then in the 

people we lead, it will bring serious changes to our lives, ministries & the 

teams we lead. 

 

- So... Open your hearts & get ready, b/c here we go!!! 

 - Tonight I want to introduce it to you & then tomorrow night, we are 

 going to have an extended experiential time with the Lord where I 

 believe He’s going to do a Powerful work in every one of our hearts!!! 

 

Ready???  

 

- In the Secular World of Leadership, it’s all about Success & Climbing the 

Ladder. 

 - But Jesus said, “Not so with you…” 

 - In my house it will be different… Love will be the primary motivator!  

 

- IOW, we are a Family! The Family of God! 

 - In John, it’s everywhere!!! Father & Son! Father & Son! Father & Son! 



 

- God has called us to be a family! 

 

* The Starting Point of All Leadership in the Body of Christ is Seeing 

ourselves as Sons & Daughters of God! 

 

A. Until our identity is right around that, we will never be able to properly 

function in the House & Family of God! 

 

* When we can’t see ourselves as Sons & Daughters of God, then the result 

is an Orphan Spirit. 

 

A. MWK ILL. – I battled this & didn’t even know it was a thing until about 

2 years ago! 

- Jesus I was great with, but seeing “God as my Father,” that was 

a stretch for me b/c I had always felt Alone!!! 

 - My 2 Earthly “Fathers:” 

  1) Jesse. 

  2) Saul.  

 

I Samuel 17:56-57 “The king said, “Find out whose son this young man is.” 

As soon as David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and 

brought him before Saul, with David still holding the Philistine’s head. 

 

v. 58 “Whose son are you, young man?” Saul asked him. David said, “I am 

the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.” 

 

B. The thing that changed me was that promise in verse 58… all my life 

I had been focusing on the wrong thing… Jesse or Saul, & God, my 

Father showed me that I am the “son of Bethlehem…” 



  - IOW, a son of the Promise! 

- Bethlehem is where the world changed… that’s where Jesus 

came from! 

 

C. Once the Lord removed that Orphan Spirit, everything changed for 

me. 

  - No more Intimidation, or Fear! 

  - No more condemnation, or comparison! 

  - No more feeling alone!!! 

 

* Unpack the Orphan Spirit: 

 

- Definition: “When we lose connection with our Heavenly Father and 

ultimately take on a mindset of Homelessness.” 

 - 2 components to an Orphan Spirit: 

  1) No Home. 

  2) No Connection to the Father. 

- When we feel connected to a father, then we will always feel like we 

have a home. 

- WILL SMITH IN THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS – The little boy 

never felt orphaned b/c he was always with his dad. 

 

- But when we feel disconnected to the Father, that’s when the orphan spirit 

hits us. 

 - Jesus on the cross: “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” 

- He was saying, “My Father, why have you disconnected from 

me?” 

- Jesus described Hell as an eternal “disconnection” from the 

Father. (Luke 16:19-31) 

 



- When we feel like we don’t have a Home, then we will feel this orphan spirit 

as well. 

 

* The Garden of Eden was the 1st Home. 

 

A. Adam & Eve had Uninhibited Connection to the Father & Safety & 

Security in the Garden. 

  - Without the Father’s Love, it would not have been a Home. 

 

 B. Then enters the serpent… 

 

* Satan was the 1st Orphan. 

 

A. When he decided to live outside of God’s Authority, he became the 

first orphan. 

  - He was cast out of Heaven which included 2 things: 

   1) Leaving his home (Heaven.) 

   2) Disconnection from the Father. 

 

 B. Satan’s Goal is to turn everyone into a version of himself… 

  1) Fatherless. 

  2) Disinherited. 

  3) Lost.  

 

C. Satan came to tempt Adam & Eve to give up their sonship & 

daughtership status, abandon their inheritance & ultimately be 

removed from the eternal presence of God. 

  - When they fell, that’s exactly what happened.  

  1) They put distance between them & God. (Fig leaves) 



2) Instead of just being able to enjoy God’s creation, they had to 

work it. 

  3) They were removed from the Garden… the Presence of God. 

   (An animal had to die, blood had to be shed to cover their sin) 

 

* When they fell, the orphan spirit now spread through the entire human race 

through the sin nature. 

 

A. We are all born with a disconnection from the Father & a feeling of 

Eternal Homelessness & Wandering. 

  

* So… How do we Identify if we Might have an Orphan Spirit? 

 

16 Orphan Spirit Tendencies: 

 

1. Victim Mentality. 

 

 A. Adam & Eve instantly started blaming others. 

 

 B. Victims avoid personal responsibility. 

 

 C. Victims love to “feel persecuted.” 

 

 D. Victims see the world as “out to get them.” 

 

2. Distortion of Reality. 

 

 A. See things that aren’t there. 

  - Standing in a room & see everyone ignoring them. 

 



 B. Believe things that aren’t true. 

- Decisions get made & they think they were made b/c of them, 

when in reality, the Leaders weren’t even thinking about them. 

 

 C. Exaggerate the truth. 

  - It’s all about approval for them… being accepted & approved. 

 

3. Jealous of others. 

 

 A. Comparison of Successes. 

  - “Must be easy to succeed when you’ve got ____...” 

 

 B. Comparison of Accomplishments. 

  - Discredit them in order to make themselves feel better. 

  - “Yeah, but, did you see his ____...” 

 

 C. Comparison of Blessings. 

  - “Must be nice to go on a cruise or have that building…” 

  - “Why don’t I get a cell phone?” 

 

4. Anger / Rage. 

 

 A. Using Anger & Rage to be heard & to get their way. 

 

 B. They use anger as a tool. 

 

5. Assumption of Inevitable Rejection. 

 

 A. No matter what they say or do, someone is going to reject them. 

 



 B. It’s never going to fall their way. They won’t ultimately win. 

 

 C. The cup is half full & they will be left empty handed & with lack. 

 

6. Don’t feel they Belong in Any Context. 

 

 A. No matter where they are, they feel as if they are an outcast. 

  - They don’t fit in. 

  - They’re the odd man out. 

  - They point out their differences & quirks. 

   - “My dress doesn’t match everyone else’s dress…” 

 

7. Always trying to Earn Love.  

 

 A. Always striving to achieve so they can be deemed worthy of love. 

 

B. “Did you see what I did?” “Do you like it?” “Do I do what you 

wanted?” 

  - “Am I good enough now?” 

 

 C. Ever striving, but never arriving. 

  - That bucket never gets filled up. 

  - No amount of praise is EVER enough! 

 

8. Hard Time Receiving… Anything. 

  

 A. Compliments, Blessings, Love, Encouragement, Help. 

 

B. They always have to “do it alone” or “be alone” b/c they can tell 

others how “alone they were” when it all went down. 



- HAVING A BABY ILL - People want to bring food, you won’t let 

them in the house! 

 - Then you get mad that “nobody came to visit us…” 

 

9. Constantly Deal with Fear & Shame. 

 

 A. This creates a sensation of Constant Anxiousness. 

  - B/c they’re “Home” or Settled. 

 

 B. This is where Escapism comes in. 

- In order to calm ourselves momentarily, we drink, or smoke, or 

do drugs, or view porn, or binge on Netflix, or eat… 

  - We just want to be calm for a few minutes!!! 

 

10. Lack of Basic Trust. 

 

A. We don’t believe God can be trusted & so we are utterly terrified to 

be alone with God or hear from God  

  - & we certainly don’t want to trust Him with our whole heart. 

 

 B. So we keep parts of our heart closed off from Him. 

  - Have trouble spending time alone “in Silence” with God. 

  - Don’t like Silence in General. 

 

11. Hide Behind “Rules” instead of having a “Relationship” with God. 

 

 A. Our Rules make us feel approved & accepted & validated. 

 

 B. We either run to Rebellion or Religion. 

  - This is the Religion side!!! 



 

C. If I can make God a list of Rules, then I can follow them & obey them 

& He will accept me & I can be approved. 

- All the while, then God is not allowed to step out of His rules 

either, & that means I can control Him. 

 

12. Functions from a “Servant” Mindset, not a “Son” mindset. 

 

 A. Everything is “Duty” over Identity. 

 

 B. We serve “For” God’s Love, not “From” God’s Love. 

 

13. Easily or Constantly Offended. 

 

A. People with an Orphan Spirit are constantly picking up offense b/c 

everyone around them (including God) is functioning from a scarcity or 

lack mentality b/c they’re out to get them, put them down, or keep them 

down. 

  - So everything happens TO me, never WITH me. 

  - Orphans have life happen TO them all the time! 

 

B. That means we are constantly offended, hurt by even the smallest 

things. 

 

14. Consumed with ME. 

 

A. Everything in an Orphan’s world is all about them, all the time, 

everywhere, always. 

  - The Birthday lunch for a friend is really about them. 

   - ? Did they like my gift?  



   - ? Did people talk to me enough? 

   - ? Did I sit close enough to the host? 

- The first thing out of their mouth when something big happens is 

always about “How it will effect them…” 

- Adding a service… Oh my gosh, so I’m gonna have to get 

up earlier now… 

- Hired a new staff member… So I’m just gonna be in this 

position forever now? 

  

 B. Baby-Like Tendencies. 

  - When do I eat? – When will someone change my diaper? 

  - B/c remember, for an orphan, the world is always out to get them. 

 

15. Having places in our heart that no one, including God, can touch. 

 

A. LONG TIME STAFF MEMBER WHO SAID ‘YOU SHARED 

EVERYTHING’ I DIDN’T ILL. 

  - What? We’ve been meeting for over a decade!!! 

   - You weren’t being open with me??? 

 

 B. If God is not a Good Father, then He can’t be trusted with my heart. 

  - B/c He will use it against me, b/c that’s what the world does. 

  - Orphans view the whole world as against them. 

 

16. Thoughts of Suicide. 

 

A. I believe one of the reasons the suicide rate is so high in our world 

today (& among teens today) is because of the Orphan Spirit from 

systemic & epidemic fatherlessness in our culture. 

   - No Home. – No Father. – No Point. 



  - Hopelessness is the ultimate destination of an orphan spirit. 

 

B. Remember Satan… he knows his future & he wants to make as many 

humans into orphans as well. 

 

* How can we be Healed of the Orphan Spirit? 

 

- The answer is the “Spirit of Sonship” & the “Spirit of Adoption.” 

 

Romans 8:14-16 “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children 

of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live 

in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 

sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit himself testifies with 

our spirit that we are God’s children.”  

 

- The Orphan spirit cannot be forced out or cast out… it can only be replaced. 

 

*** How do we cultivate a Spirit of Sonship? 

 

1. A Desire to be Close to the Father. 

 

A. Jesus was always so close to the Father that He heard what He 

wanted Him to do and to share. 

  - Never second-hand knowledge, only first-hand encounter. 

 

B. MIP: We must identify what “Fears” & “Hesitations” are keeping us 

from wanting to be close to the Father. 

 

2. Embrace Brokenness & a Contrite Heart. 

 



 A. Pride keeps us from experiencing the Father’s Love. 

 

B. PRODIGAL SON ILL. – He had to turn back to the Father, then the 

Father ran to him. 

 - In our prideful state, the Father will only wait… 

 

3. Confess & Release the Slave Mentality. 

 

A. We have been living a Lie that needs repented of & removed from our 

heart & head. 

  - We’ve been in agreement with a lie & that needs repented of. 

 

B. We have to give up the right to act, believe & behave like a slave & 

not a son. 

 

4. Receive the Spirit of Son/Daughtership. 

 

 A. It’s a Spiritual Experience. 

 

5. Begin working WITH the Father, not FOR the Father. 

 

 A. Sons work because they are Inheritors. 

- Slaves work because they aren’t. 

 

 B. God’s supreme work is bringing Orphans Home to Him. 

  - He places the lonely (orphans) in Families. 

 

Psalm 68:6 “He sets the lonely (orphans) in families.” 

 

 C. We are the Family of God!!! 



 

- We are the Family of God! 

- God wants us to be about rescuing other orphans & bringing them into 

the family of God. 

 

- It starts with us!!! 

 - ? How do we see ourselves??? 

 


