
Planted - Part 2 

"Planted in the Family..." 

June 29th and 30th, 2019 
 
INTRO: 
Honor Pastor Matt and Pastor Sarah  
 
Welcome in the Locations  
 
Introduce myself and family, we’ve been planted in this church to 12 years now. This is 
a dream come true to be in this house. I know that everyone at Fort Myers Location 
knows us but I would love to introduce my family to you. Intro each of them… 
 
(Picture of the Homan Family) 
 
Last week Pastor Matt started this Planted series and shared with us the passage in… 
 

Psalm 92:12-13 "The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they 

will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house of the Lord, 

they will flourish in the courts of our God. 

 

v. 14-15 "They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and 

green, proclaiming, “The Lord is upright; he is my Rock, and there 

is no wickedness in him.” 
 

Let’s pray together… 
 

RECAP… DON’T MAKE ANY ONE THESE SLIDES… 
THESE ARE JUST A RECAP FROM LAST WEEK… 
 

* God calls us all to a "House" to be Planted. 

* We will "Flourish" when we are Planted in the House of God. 

3 Benefits of Being Planted in the House: 

1. We will bear Fruit long-term. 

2. We will stay Fresh & Green. 
     “So fresh and so green, green…” 
 

3. We will have a Faith that withstands the tests of Life. 



 
Pastor Matt and Pastor Sarah asked that I share Irina and i’s story about what steps we 
have over taken in the past 17 years of being planted in this house and family... 
 

-ILL> If you drive through my neighborhood you will see house 

that all look the same but in each those house is a unique family. 

The same is true of each family of God in each local house of God.   
 
So, the question must be how do we take the steps to being planted in the family of 
God?  
 
 
The first step is to… 

1. Believe being planted in the family of God as a 
calling that you’re going to obey! 

Principle- 

- As Pastor Matt said it last week, we believe every follower of Jesus is called to be a 
part of a local church, in the house of God, and in every house, there is a family. 
- It’s one thing to be called and another to follow the calling to be planted in the house of 
God.  
- So, that plays out in our purpose her at Next Level church. “we exist to lead others to 
become fully engaged followers of Jesus.”   
-To lead we must go first, going first looks like being in a family of God going to become 
a fully engaged follower of Jesus.  
- and that starts with accepting and living out the calling to be in that family. 
 
So... the question to God must be what family are u calling me to be planted in? 
 
I believe that if we ask he will tell you… 
 
MIP... 
When I had walked away from my faith in my early twenties I moved back to Indiana 
from Florida to try to put my life back together again. I know that God had called me to 
ministry and to Next Level Church and Pastor Matt and Pastor Sarah! But because of 
things I had down wrong and the pain of hurt I ran away.  
 
My life was a mess... I tried to go back to school and ran out of money and got kicked 
out of Bible school for drinking other things… 
 



I found myself living in a church parish and working at a airfreight company on a 
runway, third shift. Part time and it was November in northern Indiana. Honestly, I made 
enough money for drugs and alcohol. 
 
I was a complete mess. 
 
I remember one night I was in the belly of the plan ( I was much smaller then and I could 
fit, laying on my back packing it). I was so mad that I was where I was and then it 
happened. 
 
I asked God… What I am doing here, where should I get right now… 
 
God spoke to me! Joshua, haven’t I called you to southwest Florida and Next level 
church? To Pastor Matt and Pastor Sarah? 
 
There is a man in the bible that ran from what God was calling him to and he found 
himself in the belly of a whale. His name was Jonah… 
 

Jonah 2:1-2 
From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. He said: 
“In my distress I called to the Lord, and he answered me. From 
the depths of the grave I called for help and you listened to my 
cry.” 
 
It was so clear... the next day I called my mom who had moved to Ft Myers and asked 
for her to get me a one-way ticket to Ft Myers. I packed all I had in one suitcase and fly 
from what I thought was home to what I know now is really my home. 
 
It took a couple more years, lots of love from family and friends, and the start of my 
marriage to fully get back to Next Level but God answered me when I asked where 
should I be right now.  
 
I think there is a lot of us in one of our serves at one of our locations, maybe watching 
on line and you fell like I did in the belly of the plane that day. Your life is a mess and 
you are hopeless.  
 
You think that a new job, a new relationship, one more drink, or one more high and 
everything will be okay… but the truth is that God wants to do something through a 
family that your called to and he is just asking for you to be obedient to that calling to 
that family.  
 
My journey to being Planted in this Family didn’t stop there. You see the 2nd step to 
being planted in this family was realizing that… 
 
Look what it says in… 



 

 
God has called us and he is asking us to be obedient to him… 
 

- On the others side of our obedience to blessing for us and others.  
 

 
 
Deuteronomy 5:33 

Walk in obedience to all that the LORD your God has commanded you, 

so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land 

that you will possess. 

 

To be planted in the family of God we must first believe and obey that God has called us 

to a family.  

What about us…Are we being obedient to the calling to be a part of the family of God? 

 

So, first we have to believe that God is calling us and be obedient to that calling…And 

the 2nd step is… 
 

2. Know that being planted in the family is more than 
just attending church. 
 

- Remember the Greenhouse from last week? 
- Slide of greenhouse  
- Remember the Forest and being planted in the forest 
- Slide of the forest 
- You see I believe that this is the difference of being in the Greenhouse or being 

planted in the ground. 
 

Can I tell you what it looks like to stay potted in greenhouse?  
 
- Just attending services is staying potted in the greenhouse  
- Not tithing is staying potted in the greenhouse 
- Not joining a serve team is staying potted in the greenhouse 
- Not joining a small group/freedom group is staying potted in the greenhouse 

 
 

- Pastor Matt said it last weekend… “When we are really planted in a family we 
start baring fruit and not just consume it.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+5:33&version=NIV


 
We are going to talk more next week about what it looks like to bare fruit… but Jesus 
make it clear in the last chapter of Matthew before he ascended into heaven what he 
has called us to do as the family of God. 
 

 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
Jesus didn’t say just come and be in church...He called us to be the church!  
 
MIP... I remember when Irina and I got married we were just potted! We got comfortable 
to be in the greenhouse but we were just plotted not planted! 
 
We were going through a hard time in our marriage in the first couple of years and a 
friend of mine challenged me to start serving, it was in that serving that everything 
changed in our lives. 
 
Honestly in the planting process God started to flourish in our marriage and lives.  
 
Let’s look back to the promises in our main verses.  
 

Psalm 92:12-13 "The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they 

will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house of the Lord, 

they will flourish in the courts of our God. 

 
 
I am thankful for these promises of blessing but can tell you what motivate Irina and I 
more than anything else… 
 
It’s our desire to be planted and rooted in the family of God, so that when storm comes 
we are ready! 
 



v. 14-15 "They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and 

green, proclaiming, “The Lord is upright; he is my Rock, and there 

is no wickedness in him.” 
 
He is our “Rock” the proctect form the stroms of life. But we get close to the Lord our 
Rock when we are planted.  
 
And in that we can be there for each other, our kids, our church family and others that 
need to know the love of Jesus.  
 
We have a desired to be trees planted that others could look to for love and wisdom.... 
ILL> Irina and I in the Redwood Forest for our 10 year anniversary… 
 
Slide of picture of me at the Redwood forest. 
 
Why was it important to be planted and not potted, because those that are potted can’t 
support or help anyone and are actually helpless themselves. It is only when we’re 
planted, putting down deep roots and grow, that we can actually bear the weight of 
those we love.  
 
What about us… 
When I think about that season of being potted and not planted Irina and I would 
wonder why we didn’t see the benefits! We were in church. We loved God and even 
prayed. 
 
But, we weren’t  
- serving  
- giving  
- baring Kingdom fruit, we were just consuming it 
 
Because here is the truth… Potted plants can only consume! 
They take the nutrients that others provided just to survive. They are seasons that are 
necessary for the greenhouse. But if you’ve already been in the greenhouse for serval 
months and you’re good and comfortable, I promise you its’ time to get planted so that 
you can grow healthy and strong and support others in the family of God 
 
Come on what about us, I know this is tough! But, where to you need to take next steps 
to be planted planted and not potted in the greenhouse anymore…  
 
The 3rd step to being planted in the family of God is... 
 

3. Remembering that it takes others.  

- Remember that real life change happens in authentic community with others!  



-I’m talking about the kind that you can go to each other’s house and help yourself to 
the frig!  
 
Groups  
Accountability  
 
There is so much benefits to being planted in a family with other brothers and sisters.  
-We can carry each other’s burdens, we don’t have to be alone.  

 
 
 
Galatians 6:2 
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law 
of Christ. 
 
-There is actually healing that can take place… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
James 5:16 
 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 
person is powerful and effective. 
 
But, we must be planted in the family to receive these benefits. 
 
And when we grow together its supernatural 
 
 
ILL. Everglades palm trees  
Slide of picture of palm tree root system. 
 
But sometimes we get hurt by family... this is the enemy’s greatest tactic... 
 
MIP.... this happened for us, people we did life with. We were in accountability together, 
hung out together, served together and even went on vacation together... then one day 
it all stopped. We had no idea what happened. Honestly those were some of the 
hardest times in this family.  
 



We were so hurt...I remember one night at home holding my wife as she cried because 
of the hurt from brothers and sisters in the family we were called to be planted in. 
 
But we had a chose to trust God and stay planted in this family, but that took three very 
import steps… 
 

Three things need to happen in our moment of hurt.... 
1. We must choose to forgive.  

a. You do remember that forgiveness is a choice? Don’t u... but honestly in 
that moment we didn’t want to. But by the grace of God as I held my wife 
we prayed and asked God for the strength to forgive. 

b. Forgiveness is a choice that unlock the process of healing.  

2. We must choose to stay planted in the family.... 
a. you see during that season we want to just leave and hide somewhere. 

Honestly, we prayed that God would release us, but he keep saying stay 
planted and I will bless your lives. 

 

3.  We must choose to trust and open our hearts up again to 
the family we were planted in! 

a. Because the enemy wants to divide us, and he will use the past hurt to 
being division before it even starts. Some of us are holding back from 
being planted in the family.  

 
What about us?!?! 
 
Do we want to be in potted in the greenhouse where there is limit on our growth 
potential? 
 
Or do we want to be planted in in the courts of our God? Where there is unlimited 
potential for growth in the good and bad seasons. 
 
Pray 
 

 

 


