
What is Love - Part 1 (Pre-Record) 
"What IS Love???" 

August 24-25th, 2019 
Intro: 
- This weekend we are starting a brand new series called, "What is Love?" 
 - Go ahead & sing it... we know you want to!!! 
  - Nobody knows the words beyond "baby don't hurt me!" 
  - Hilarious!!! 
 
- This song is how we all feel about our relationships, isn't it??? 
 - We all want to be loved... but "baby" don't hurt me!!! 
  - We don't want to get hurt! 
 - So we keep people at an Arm's Length!!! 
  
- We live in a world that has a messed up & distorted view of what Love is! 
 - So many people are paying a huge price b/c they don't Really know 
 what love is!!! 
 
* Satan's ploy is to get us to Confuse what Love really is, so we will miss out 
on God's True Love for us!!! 
 - And the consequence of that is, we struggle in our relationships! 
  - Friendships! - Romantic Rel's - Work Relationships 
  - School Relationships!  - Neighbors... 
 - ??? Ever struggled with this???  - I think we all have!!! 
 
- The reason we're doing this series is because we have a God who is madly 
in Love with us & yet  
 - If we don't really understand what Love is, then we will never be able 
 to Receive His Love effectively &  
 - We will never be able to Give His Love to others the way we should.  
  - Relationships: Single, Dating, Marriage, Sex, Friendships! 
 
- God's Love has the power to change everything! 
 - But only... if we truly know what Love is!!! 
 
PRAY  



- Sing the 80's Song: "I want to know what love is..." (by Foreigner) 
 
"So let's start with what..." 
* The World says Love is... 
 
1. Lust. 
 A. or put another way... Sex.  
  - MAGAZINE COVERS - The cover of every magazine tells you how 
  to keep your "Love Life"  Hot, Crazy, On-Fire, whatever... 
 
 B. Our world today has dumbed down Love to its most basal, primitive, 
 animalistic characteristic: Lust or Sex.  
  - DEFINING SMARTPHONE AS A TELEPHONE ILL -  
   - Defining "Love" as "Sex" is like defining a smartphone  
   as only a Telephone. 
    - Sure, it can make phone calls, buts that honestly, the  
    most primitive thing it can do.  
 
 C. The Problem: When Love is Lust, then when the attraction wears 
 off or lessens or  
  - When those sexual feelings wear off or  
  - When we get  what we want & the sexual feelings are taken care  
  of, we forget all about Love. 
 
 D. OSTRICHES IN AFRICA!  
  - They didn't know what love was!!! 
  - Sadly, so many in our world are falling for this trap that Love is  
  Lust. 
 
2. Like.  
 A. I "LOVE" Coffee, Cats, Shampoo, Football, my new car, Cracker 
 Barrel, Whole Foods, Australian Rules Football, kale, Breckenridge at 
 Christmastime.  
  - While that may be true, we don't really "love" them, we just like  
  them a lot! 
 



 B. "Love" is the easiest word to use to describe a strong emotion  
  toward something, so we just substitute it in the English language 
  all the time! 
  - MWK - I'm as guilty as everybody!!! 
   - "I LOVE Chickfila Sauce!" "I LOVE Krispy Kreme donuts!" 
   - "I LOVE McDonald's Hotcake Syrup!" 
   - "I LOVE Lucky Charms, cake, Skittles, ice cream..." 
  - "Hey P. Matt... why do all your examples have to do with Sugar?" 
 
 C. The Problem: When Love is a "Like" then when our tastes change or 
 something comes along that we "like" more, then we don't "love" what 
 we used to "love" anymore! 
  - LOVING A NEW SONG ILL - I "Love" a song for like 6 weeks, then 
  I hear a new song & I'm like, "Oh my gosh... I love this song!!!" 
 
3. A Feeling. (What feels good)  
 A. Instant Gratification. 
  - If it feels good then it must be "Love." 
  - Not just sexually, but in my career, in my friendships, in my  
  finances, in my church choice... 
  - In Every Area of our Lives, we have bought into this Myth!!! 
 
 B. We Equate "Hard" with a "Lack of Love." 
  - As long as something is Easy & gives me a good feeling, then it  
  must be "Love" or "Lovely" or "Good." 
  - But as soon as it stops giving me that feeling & gets difficult, then 
  it must NOT be love anymore!!! 
 
 C. My goodness, how we are paying a price & our relationships are 
 paying a price because we believe that Love is a Feeling! 
   
 D. The problem: When Love is a Feeling then when we stop "Feeling" 
 it, we think the Love is gone & we leave! 
  - We leave a relationship, we leave a job, we leave a gym, we leave 
  a church, we leave our relationship with God!!! 
 



"According to the Bible..."  
 

* There are different kinds of Love: 
 
- In English, we have 1 Word: Love, but in New Testament times, the Greek 
language actually had 4 words for our 1 word: Love. 
 
1. Phileo. - Friendship Love. 
 A. Where we get the words: Philadelphia & Philanthropy 
 
 B. Love of Fellow man, friendship love, brotherly love. 
  - The Love between 2 good friends! 
  
 C. This kind of love is strengthened by Shared Experiences. 
  - Watching a game, being at a concert, going on an African Game 
  Drive! 
   - We shared something together & now we're closer! 
  - That's Phileo. 
 
2. Storge. - Family Love. 
 A. KIND OF LOVE PARENTS FEEL FOR CHILDREN 
  - What makes you get up in the middle of the night to change a  
  diaper... Storge. 
   
 B. Biblical ILL - Noah had for his family,  
  - Jacob for his sons,  
  - Mary & Martha had for Lazarus. 
 
3. Eros. - Sexual Love (Erotic) 
 A. Love between a Man & Woman in Marriage. 
   
 B. This kind of love is stimulated by our senses. 
 
 C. Biblical: Song of Solomon 
  
 D. God has a Special, Sacred plan for this kind of Love & it is Good! 



  - Week 3 - Sarah & I are talking about this! 
 
4. Agape. - Unconditional Love (Love without Condition) 
 
 A. Self-Sacrificing, without boundaries, Regardless of Cost! 
  - This kind of love is an Act of our Will. 
  - It goes beyond emotion, or feeling, shared experience or even  
  familial bond... 
  - It is an Act of someone's Will!!! 
 
 B. This is the Kind of Love God has for us! 
 
John 3:16 " For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." 
  
Romans 5:8 "But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us." 
 
 C. Think of that... while we were still far off, without hope, lost in our sin 
 & filth, God sent His son for US!!! 
  - THAT is LOVE!!! 
 
 D. And God's Whole Goal is that we would receive this love and then 
 lead our relationships w/ the Love we have received from Him!!! 
 
? What is Love?  
* God says Love is... 
 A. This is not just a beautiful poetic passage for a wedding ceremony 
 read by groomsman or bridesmaid,  
  - This is a defining passage for the  very core of our entire lives!!! 
 
 B. As I read this, think of every relationship in your life... 
 
I Corinthians 13:4-5 " Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, 
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 



 
v. 6-8 "Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails." 
 
 B. What is Love? This is Love! 
  - ? How do we know if we're living in Love? Right Here! 
 
 C. The opposite is true as well... 
  - ? How do we know when we are NOT living in Love? 
   - We will see the Opposite of these Characteristics in our lives 
 
? What is the Opposite of Love? (Let me take the liberty of translating these 
verses in their opposite form...) (GO SLOW, MATT!) 
 
"The Opposite of Love is..." 
- Lack of Patience, Not kind, mean, envious of others,  
- Boastful, pushing ourselves to the front instead of serving & preferring 
others, proud & arrogant,  
- Dishonorable, self-seeking, pleasure seeking, emotion driven, 
- Easily angered b/c people aren't doing what we want them to do for us,  
- Always keeping score, taking pleasure in evil & when bad things happen to 
people,  
- A numbness to the truth, exposing others to loss or punishment or harm, 
while protecting & absolving ourselves from consequences by making 
excuses,  
- Not trusting of anyone, especially those close to us, hopeless & doubtful,  
- Putting conditions on others in order to earn & keep our love.  
- Willing to give up when things get hard, lose their fun or are difficult." 
 
 D. MIP: Were you convicted by that list at all??? 
  - I know I was!!! 
  - That means we've got some work to do in ourselves & in our  
  relationships! 
  - That's what this series is all about!!! 
 
- ...Let me go back to #4 Agape Love. (Unconditional Love) 



 
- We can never Love Well & Love the way God wants us to, unless we know 
His Love!!! 
 - Our only hope, & the only hope of the world is LOVE!!! 
 - Not Lust, or Like, or a Feeling, but God's True & Unconditional Love 
 pouring through us to a lost & hurting & broken world! 
 
I John 4:10 " This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins." 
 
SALVATION  
 
REPENT OF NOT LOVING LIKE GOD'S LOVE!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


