
The Come Back - Part 1  
August 8-9th, 2020 (Re-assembly Weekend) 

"...to the Presence" 
- What's Up Next Level?!? 
 - Welcome Back / Welcome Home!!! 
 
- Greet those Joining Online as well!!! 
 - We love you / We see you / We know you're there too! 
 - No worries! We are All One Big Happy Family!!! 
 
- There's nothing like a Great Comeback is there??? 
 - INDIANA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 1987 
  - I literally cried at Halftime & dad said "Don't give up! It's not over!" 
 - SHOW YOUTUBE CLIP -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2dgkmikdVM8 
 
- We serve a "Comeback God" don't we!!! 
 - He loves to take circumstances that look down & out & turn them 
 around! 
 - The Bible is full of one story after another of God's People being down 
 & out & left for dead & on the edge of defeat & then God turns it 
 around!!! 
   
- Church family, these last 22 weeks have left so many of us feeling Down & 
Out & Discouraged & Fearful & all but Left for Dead in our faith! 
 - Satan has been on an All Out Attack to take out God's Children & Keep 
 us from Becoming the Army God Wants & Needs us to be!!! 
 
- It reminds me of when the early church was born. 
 - Jesus is raised from the dead which is awesome, & then for the next 
 40 days, He is seen by hundreds of people, proving Himself alive! 
 - Things are on a High, and then Jesus ascends into Heaven!  
 
Acts 1:4 "On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in 
a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 



v. 6-7 "Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for 
you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  
 
v. 8 "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 
 
v. 9 "After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight." 
 - On the surface this looks awesome, but can you imagine how alone 
 they felt? 
  - They thought Jesus was going to overthrow the Government &  
  establish His kingdom, & instead He leaves!!! 
 
? What did they do when they felt alone & confused & hopeless & scared & 
insecure? 
 - They obeyed Him! 
 
Acts 1:12, 14 "Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called 
the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. When they arrived, 
they went upstairs to the room where they were staying... They all joined 
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with his brothers." 
 
? What did they do? "They were..." 
* Together.   
 A. "They... they... they..." 
  - They didn't know much, but they knew they needed each other! 
 
 B. So do we church!!! 
  - We need each other, now more than ever!!! 
  - I know not all of us can be together & reassemble in our buildings, 
  but we all need to make every effort to push INTO community, not 
  away from it! 
 



 C. Isolation is the Devil's Trick!!! 
  - If you've been tempted to run or leave or push away from the  
  Church or Community in any way, that is the devil trying to deceive 
  you & get you separated so he can devour you! 
 
"They were..." 
* In His Presence. 
 A. There's something powerful about the tangible presence of God 
 when 2 or 3 are gathered.  
 
Matthew 18:20 "For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with 
them.” 
 
"They were..." 
* In Prayer.  
 A. 21 days Push!!!    OPT IN TEXT: NLC21 to 555-888 
 
"So, when they were Together, in His Presence & in Prayer, What happened? 
 
Acts 2:1-4 "When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
 
v. 3-4 "They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came 
to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them." 
 
v. 5-6 " Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 
nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken." 
1. The Holy Spirit fell.  
2. The Word of God was preached.  
3. The World was Reached.  
 
- The First Church was Born that day!!! 
 - 3000 were saved!!! 



 
- Church Family, I believe we are on the edge of the Greatest Revival the 
World has ever seen since That Day... Pentecost!!! 
 - But it's going to Require a Come Back of Biblical Proportions!!! 
 - It's going to Require a Group of People who aren't playing according 
 to the World's Rules anymore!!! 
  - But who are willing to Live out their Faith Radically in a way that 
  the world will look on in wonder like the Early Church!!! 
 
- The same God who did it then, can do it again!!! 
 

NLC we are Coming Back to: 
 
1. The Presence & Power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
 A. The Presence & Power of the Holy Spirit is our life!!!  
  - The Presence of God is how we live! 
  - In the coming days, the Presence & Power of God will be   
  Oxygen to our Lives!  
 
 B. Get Ready! Every week, we are going to create space for God to move 
 & touch us & revive us & convict us & draw us close to Him! 
  - We don't have time to just "Play Church" and "Go through the  
  Motions!" 
  - The World is Too Crazy for us to just "Check a Box" called   
  "Church Attendance!" 
 
 C. MIP: So get ready! We are going to Call you up to Higher Obedience 
 & Faith in God than ever before!!! 
 
"We are coming back to..." 
2. The Word.  
 
 A. The more polarized and angry the world gets, the harder it’s going to 
 be to be a Christian.  
  - We aren’t going to fit anywhere!  



  - Our message is not an easy one or a popular one anymore.  
   - We are going to have to know what we believe.  
 
 B. That means we are Going to Double Down on the Word of God!!! 
 
I Peter 3:15 "But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect..." 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the 
word of truth." 
 
"We are Coming Back to..." 
3. Evangelism. - to Reaching lost & hurting people! 
 
 A. When the early church was born, their focus was on reaching those 
 who did not know Jesus!!! 
  - That must be our focus as well! 
 
 B. The More Costic & Angry & Hopeless our World gets, the more the 
 World will begin looking for Something that is Hope-Full & Life-Giving 
 & Makes sense of the Nonsense in our World! 
  - That is the Message of Jesus!!! 
 
 C. The Holy Spirit is going to begin Drawing People to Himself!!! 
  - 22 YEAR OLD YOUNG ADULT STORY??? 
 
- This is the Come Back of the Church of Jesus Christ! 
 - It's not going to be an easy season, but it's going to be a Victorious 
 one!!! 
 
Challenge: 
 
1. Renew your Commitment to the Lord. 
 - Repent of what crept in during the last 5 months! 



 - Repent of sin - Commission & Omission. 
 
2. Reup to God's House! 
 - If He's Planted you here, then He wants you HERE!!! 
 - Participating in the Life of the church!!! 
  - In-Person / Online  
  - This is MORE than just Attending! 
 - ALL YOU DO IS "ATTEND" = ONLY MAKING PHONE CALLS W/ AN 
 IPHONE! 
  - It has 1,000 times more Function than that!!! 
 
3. Reopen your Heart! 
 - I have felt so strongly that so many of us have gotten "Hard-Hearted" 
 over the last 5 months.  
 - Pray for a Softening of your Heart! 
 
TIME OF PRAYER  
 
RUN TO THE FATHER SONG  
 
 


