
Changed - Part 1 
"Changed... but Not for the Better!" 

September 12-13th, 2020 
Intro: 
- Our world has changed!  - Life as we know it has changed! 
- Restaurants have changed!  - How School is done has changed! 
- Our workplace has changed!  - Everything has changed! 
 
- The Reality is: WE Have Changed! 
 - Everyone of us have been & are being Changed by the Circumstances 
 and Events that our world is going through! 
 
- But the Question is: "HOW have we & How ARE we being Changed???" 
 - We will all be Changed, but we will not ALL be Changed for the Better! 
 
What if... I told you that there was a way for all of us to be Changed by the 
Events & Circumstances that we are going through FOR THE BETTER! 
 - That's what these next 5 weeks are going to be about!!! 
 - I hope you'll prioritize being in God's House & in His Presence! 
  - If you're healthy & able, I hope you'll dare to be HERE, in person! 
 
- Today - I want to talk about: "Changed... but NOT for the Better!" 
 
PRAY 
 
DINNER TABLE / FOOD GETTING COLD ILL. 
 - We have an AC Vent directly above our dinner table! 
 - From the time we take the food off the stove til the time we eat, it gets 
 cold! 
  - One of us always has to walk over & click the AC Off!!! 
 
1. I'm Concerned our Hearts have Grown Cold & Gotten Hard in the Last 
Season. 
 
 A. So much has taken place in such a short period of time! 
  - Remember Kobe Bryant's death, that was just 7 1/2 months ago!!! 



  - We have all Experienced So Much Change & Loss & Struggle &  
  Confusion & Angst & Worry & Sickness & Death & Difficulty & Pain 
  & Stress in the last 6 months! 
  
 B. We were not made to endure the Amount of Change that we've all 
 been through in such a short period of time! 
  - I'm concerned that it has taken it's toll... on our Hearts! 
 
Matthew 13:3b-4 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering 
the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 
 
v. 5-6 "Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang 
up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the 
plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root." 
 
v. 7 "Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants." 
 
 C. Jesus explains that "The Seed" is the Word of God & the Soil is our 
 Hearts.  
  - He is challenging His listeners Then & Now, to Consider the  
  Condition of the Soil of their Heart!!! 
 
 D. MIP: Church Family - I'm so burdened as a pastor, & as YOUR pastor, 
 that all the complication & noise & chaos of our world has caused our 
 hearts to go from soft & warm to cold & hard in this last season! 
  - Isolation is not good for the Soil of our Heart. 
  - Lack of Rhythm & Routine is not good for the Soil of our Heart. 
  - Stress & Decision Fatigue is not good for the Soil of our Heart. 
  - Political Polarization & Arguing is not good for... 
  - Fear & Worry is not good for the Soil of our Heart. 
 
"The Bible makes it clear that..." 
2. There are Harmful Consequences to a Heart that stays in a Hardened 
Condition for Too Long.  
 



John 15:5-6 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I 
in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do 
not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned." 
 
 A. Heart Trouble.  
  - We stop bearing the Fruit of the Spirit of Love, Joy, Peace,   
  Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness & Self- 
  Control in our life. 
 
  - ? Would you say your life is bearing MORE or LESS Fruit of the  
  Spirit in the last 6 months??? 
   - I know what MY answer is & it's scary! 
 
 B. Relational Trouble. 
  - When we become Disconnected from the Vine, not only does the 
  Fruit dry up, but our leaves wither too! 
  - Our Relationships are affected!!! 
  - A bunch of Non-Peace-Filled, Contaminated people bumping into 
  each other results in Anger, Rage, Frustration, Offense & Hurt! 
 
 C. Spiritual Trouble. 
  - Our Relationship with God ends up Suffering!!! 
 
3. Sadly, the Cycle of Hardness of Heart Continues! 
 
 A. We end up making fig leaves to cover our Nakedness like in the 
 Garden of Eden!!! 
  - We turn the Noise up Louder. 
  - We medicate! - Run Away! - Drift Away! 
  - Our Heart becomes Hard toward God! 
 
- Jesus actually warned of this... 
 
Matthew 24:12 "Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of many will 
grow cold." 



 - Wow!!! I'm concerned that's what we are seeing in our world & in our 
 Church today!!! 
 
But... there is good news! - There is Hope for All of us who feel this way!!! 
 - There is an Answer & Honestly, the Answer is Simple... 
 
The Answer: 
 
1. Turn the AC Unit Off or Down Considerably! 
 
2. Get Close to the Stove or Fire Again! 
 
Break down each: 
1. Turn the AC Off. 
 
James 1:27 "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is 
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world." 
 
 A. We were not made to Take In all the Noise!!! 
  - MWK PERSONALLY... 
  - It's too much!  - It pollutes my soul after about 18 minutes! 
  - I watch a Few Minutes of Local News b/c this is where we're called 
  - I watch a Few Minutes of National News, then I turn it all off! 
 
 B. I'm beseeching you to not get sucked into the Echo Chamber of the 
 Noise of this world right now! 
  - It will pollute your soul & harden our hearts more than we realize! 
  - It's people talking about what people said about what people said 
  about what people said! 
 
 C. It's more Important to know what God Says than about what they said 
 about what they said about what they said! 
 



1 Timothy 5:13 (ESV) "Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from 
house to house, and not only idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, 
saying what they should not." 
 
Proverbs 10:19 "Sin is not ended by multiplying words..." 
 - Is it possible that we run the risk of actually "sinning" by listening to 
 too much of all that??? 
 
Ephesians 4:29 "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 
but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that 
it may benefit those who listen." 
 - If it isn't building others up & benefiting others, then maybe it's doing 
 more damage than good to others & to our own hearts too?!? 
 
 D. Let's Decide that Enough is Enough & we're going to turn it off this 
 week!!! 
 
2. Get Close to the Fire again. 
 
James 4:8 "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you." 
 
 A. The Reality is: We can be as Hot or as Cold as we want to be in our 
 Relationship with God right now! 
  - It's just going to take Crazy Intentionality to stay hot! 
 
 B. 3 Priorities to Stay Hot: 
  1) Prioritize God's Word! 
   - I need 2 or 3 x's more Word than I need News & Noise right 
   now! 
 
  2) Prioritize God's People! 
   - I need God's People & God's House! 
   - Groups are starting RIGHT NOW!!! 
    - Join a Group, it will help you stay Hot & Soft in heart. 
 
  3) Prioritize God's Presence! 



   - Worship during the Week.  
    - While you're driving. - Getting ready in the morning. 
   - Worship on the Weekends. 
    - Be here! There's room!!! 
    - It's safe! - Your kids will figure it out! 
    - We are as safe as a Restaurant, I promise!!! 
 
Conclusion: We will ALL be Changed by what we're going through, but to be 
Changed for the Better is a Choice! 
 
TIME OF REPENTANCE & DEDICATION TO THE LORD  
 


