
Changed - Part 5  
"Changed by Offense..." 

October 11th, 2020 
Intro: 
 
- ? When was the last time you saw "an Offended Heart" on Facebook in the 
last 6 mo's??? 
 - The "vailed" passive aggressive post! 
 - Or the Overt Post! 
 - Someone who has gotten Offended by Something in the last 6 months 
 & they aren't afraid to tell the world!!! 
  - They didn't like a Decision a Leader or an Institution or an   
  Organization made & they are out to make sure the world knows  
  it! 
 
- Sadly, thanks to Social Media, Hurt & Offense have an Unprecedented 
Platform today! 
 - And I don't know how to say this gently, but... 
 - Satan is Loving it!!! 
  - He's getting People in the World & Christians too, Offended at  
  one another or at the world or at their circumstances or at any of  
  1000 other things... 
   - & that offense is poisoning our souls & our world.  
 
- Let me Make it Personal for a second...  
 ? When was the Last Time you were Offended??? 
 
 - Maybe it was a Big Offense... Like someone did you wrong, broke your 
 trust, gossiped behind your back, or lied to your face, or stole from you 
 or posted something passive/aggressive about you on Facebook... 
  - A spouse cheated on you, - Ran off w/ someone else 
 
 - Maybe it was a Minor Offense... Fast food got your order wrong, your 
 neighbor left dog poop in your yard, someone yelled at your kid, gum 
 on the bottom of your shoe, a friend posted something that you didn't 
 agree with... 



  - Spouse / Friend commented about your outfit. 
  - Criticized your work 
 
- Big or Small, it hurt didn't it??? - And we were Offended! 
 
- Today, I want to talk about one of the Tactics that Satan is using to Poison 
our Hearts, Destroy our Relationships & Divide us as Christians... 
 - I want to talk about how we have been "Changed by Offense..." 
 
Luke 17:1 " He said to his disciples, "Offenses will certainly come..." (CSB) 
 
- God doesn't want us to live Offended. 
 - Thankfully in His Word, God offers us a better way to live. 
 
PRAY  

4 Truths of an Offended Heart: 
 
1. An Offended Heart Hurts Us. 
 
Proverbs 18:19 "A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city, 
And contentions are like the bars of a citadel." (NASB) 
 
 A. Offense is like a Wall around our Heart! 
  - Someone hurts us & it's like we put up a Wall around our Heart & 
  nobody is getting in. 
 
 B. THE THING ABOUT WALLS... They not only keep bad things out, they 
 keep Good Things out too. 
  - We've all heard the Phrase: "Starve them out..." 
  - It's a Military Strategy! 
   - That's what the Enemy is doing to so many of our hearts  
   right now!!! 
  - He is starving us out with the Wall of Offense!!! 
 
 C. When we wall off people who have offended us, we inadvertently 
 wall off God too. 



  - We start to dry up, the fruit starts to shrivel up & the gifts of the  
  spirit start to go dormant in our life.  
 
2. An Offended Heart wants to Blame others.  
 
 A. "I wouldn't be in pain if they wouldn't have ______." 
  - We blame them, the institution, the org, the system, etc. 
    n 
 B. Before we can "fix" the Relationship or the "thing," we have to first 
 deal with our own heart. 
  - DRAWING ILL. 
 
 C. God wants to use Offense to show us something about ourselves! 
  - Unfortunately, what most of us do is Blame Others instead of  
  Examine our Own Heart.  
 
3. An Offended Heart always Affects Others. 
  
 A. The longer we stay in Offense, the more it WILL hurt others around 
 us! 
  - We think we're hiding it or dealing with it, but we're not fooling  
  anybody! 
  - PARENTS / KIDS  - SMALL GROUP - MARITALLY  
  - CO-WORKERS  - CHURCH TEAMS 
 
Hebrews 12:15 "Make sure that no one falls short of the grace of God and 
that no root of bitterness springs up, causing trouble and defiling many." 
  
 B. it will: 
  1) Spring up. (You can't hide it forever...) 
  2) Cause Trouble. (It will hurt you...) 
  3) Define Many. (Others will be affected...) 
 
4. An Offended Heart Needs Forgiveness. 
 
 A. CLUTCHED HANDS ILL. 



  - You can't receive more b/c you're clinging so tightly to the hurt & 
  offense. 
  
 B. Common Excuse: "You don't know what they did to me!" 
  - I don't, but I do know what we did to God & what God did for us!!! 
 
Colossians 3:13 (NLT) "Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive 
anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others." 
 1) Overlook the Small Stuff. 
 2) Forgive the Big Stuff. 
 
 C. DRINKING POISON & WAITING FOR THE OTHER PERSON TO DIE 
 
 D. Forgiveness opens the door of our heart to God again. 
  - Remember, the wall around our heart isn't just keeping "them"  
  out, it is keeping God out as well. 
 
Challenge: 
 
? Will you open the door? Will you choose to Forgive?  
? Will extend grace? & thus make it possible to Receive Grace again??? 
 
 
1. Some of us need to Forgive Others. 
2. Some of us need to Forgive Ourselves. 
3. Some of us need to Forgive God. 
 
TIME OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
 


