
Christmas Eve 2020 
"Jesus... our Hope" 

December 23-24th, 2020 
Intro: 
 
ACT I: 
- Merry Christmas Everybody!!! - I love Christmas time! 
 - Show of Hands: How many of you put up your Christmas decorations 
 early this year??? 
  - They say this was a Big Trend this year... Why?  
  - I heard 1 news person: "We all need what Christmas Represents 
  this year!" 
 
- Of course, the World has their idea of what "Christmas Represents..." 
 - Hot Cocoa - Warm Fuzzies  - Shopping  (Endorphins) 
 - Matching Pajamas  - Traditions - Presents   
 - A Cover-up or Escape!!! 
 
- IOW, the World "needed" Christmas this year to try & cover over or escape 
from the Realities of a Really Hard Year! 
 - But Christmas is More than just a Feel-Good Holiday, or a Cover-up 
 for Pain, Christmas is So-Much-More than that... isn't it??? 
  - And we who are followers of Jesus especially know this is true!!! 
 
? What is Christmas? 
 
- Long before Santa & Rudolph & Jingle Bells & Matching Pajamas, there was 
the True Story of a Girl named Mary, visited by an Angel. 
 
Luke 1:26 " In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a 
man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
 
v. 28-29 "The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 



 
v. 30-31 "But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found 
favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 
 
v. 32-33 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over 
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 
- Christmas is the Story of a Hurting & Broken world drowning in Sin, & a 
Loving Heavenly Father doing something about it! 
 - God created mankind good & pure & in right relationship with Him. 
 - But sin entered the human race & that messed everything up! 
 
- For 1000's of Years, mankind tried to "Fix our Problem" with good works & 
by trying harder, but it didn't work! 
 - So God, the Father did what any Father would do, He did everything 
 within His power to come and rescue His lost Sons & Daughters! 
  - We couldn't get to Him, so He came to us!!! 
 
Romans 5:8 "But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us." 
 
- That's the story of Christmas! 
 - So, yes, I do believe we "Need" Christmas this year more than any 
 other year in memory, but I believe we need it for a Different Reason 
 than the world thinks we need it! 
 
ACT II: 
- 2020 has been Hard on all of us in so many ways! 
 - Financially  - Relationally - Maritally  - Educationally 
 - Emotionally - Spiritually - Physically (Some of us w/ our Health) 
 - It's been hard on our Faith as well... 
 
- BARNA - 1/3 of Christians have Walked away from their faith entirely! 



 - For those of us who are Spiritually Minded, I think we have to confess 
 that the Devil has been working hard to Steal some things in our Lives 
 this year! 
  - Jesus talked about this... 
 
John 10:10 "The thief comes to steal, kill and destroy..." 
 - The Devil has tried to steal 3 things out of our Lives this year: 
  1) Faith. 2) Love. 3) Hope.  
 
- The Devil's tactic this year has been to... 
 - Steal our Faith,  
  - By Questioning God's Love, 
   - Which Destroys our Hope! 
  
- MIP: That's been the Devil's Tactic & he's used all kinds of tactics to do it! 
 - We've been tempted to Give up on our Faith, haven't we? 
 - Why? B/c at times we've questioned God's Love, 
 - Which has Destroyed our Hope! 
 
- But here's the Good News, the verse we read a minute ago, it doesn't end 
with, "Kill, steal & destroy." 
 - It has more to say... 
 
John 10:10 "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full." 
 - That's the Message of Christmas!!! 
  - Jesus came to give us Life to the Full, Life More Abundantly!!! 
 
- No matter what your Year has looked like up to this point, I've got Good 
News, Jesus can redeem it & turn it all around & give you Life to the Full, in 
your heart right now! 
 - He does that by Putting the 3 things back in our Heart that the Devil 
 tried to steal from us this year... 
 
1. Faith. 
 



 A. Faith is trusting that God is Moving, even when I can't see it! 
 
Hebrews 11:1 " Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen." 
 
 B. RIDING AN ELEVATOR ILL. 
  - When I get in, I can't see all the "behind the scenes" things  
  working. I only see my little Floor Light, light up & I hear some  
  strange noises. 
  - I feel some funky movements that I don't feel any other time. 
  - And I just stand there, wondering, "Is this really working?" 
   - "Is anything really happening right now?" 
  - Then I hear a "Ding," the Doors Open & I see a great big sign that 
  indicates that I'm somewhere different, better & higher than I was 
  a few moments ago! 
 
 C. That's Faith!!! 
  - It's trusting an Unseen God that He is working & moving & taking 
  us higher, even if we can't see it with our Natural Eyes! 
 
 D. MIP: If you feel like you've lost your faith this year, or questioned 
 your faith in God this year, God wants to restore your Trust in Him 
 tonight!! 
  - Get back in the Elevator!!! 
 
2. Love. 
 
 A. The Devil has tried to get us to Question God's Love this year!!! 
  - "If God Loves you so much, then why...laid off" 
  - "why...relative die..." 
  - "why family...divided... election..." 
  - "why allow... addiction to come back..." 
 
 B. Painful Circumstances do not Negate the Reality of God's Love!!! 
  - SPECTRUM ILL - Painful Circumstances & God's Love for us are 
  not 2 ends of a Spectrum. (Drawing) 



   - But that's what the Devil wants us to believe! 
  - The Truth is, God is with us & loves us in the midst of our Most  
  Painful Circumstances! 
   - At our Lowest point, God's Love is still there!!! 
 
Psalm 46:1 " God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble." 
 
 D. The truth is: When we are at our Lowest, God's Love for us surrounds 
 us the Most Tangibly! 
  - MWK ILL - That's been true for me this year! 
   - At my lowest points, as I have surrendered my heartache & 
   pain to God, He has proved His love for me over & over again! 
 
 E. MIP: He wants to do the same for you right now! 
 
3. Hope. 
 
 A. MWK - I'VE NOTICED, I DON'T GET HUNGRY, I GET HANGRY!!! 
  - Once I eat, I'm fine... I just need to Renew my strength! 
 
 B. The same is true in our Faith. 
  - This year has drained us & made a lot of us HANGRY!!! 
  - ? Do you know what you need? 
   - To let the Lord Renew your Strength!!! 
 
Isaiah 40:31 "But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint." 
 
 C. Unpack the Verse: 
  - Soar - Eagles - OFFSITE - The Eagle was Soaring Effortless! 
   - Letting the wind propel him, not striving! 
  - Run - Not weary! 
  - Walk - Not Faint! 
 
 C. How? By Hoping in the Lord! 



  - I don't have to understand it all to have Hope! 
   - In fact, Hope isn't about Everything being Figured Out, it's  
   about Trusting God when it's Not!!! 
 
Romans 8:24 "But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what 
they already have?" 
 
 D. The Essence of Hope is Trusting in God when Everything ISN'T ok! 
 
 E. MIP: ? Do you need God to Renew your Hope tonight? 
 
Final Verse: 
Romans 5:3-4 " We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, 
for we know that they help us develop endurance. And endurance develops 
strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of 
salvation. 
 
v. 5 "And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly 
God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with 
his love." 
 
Challenge: 
 
? What do you need from your Heavenly Father? 
 - Faith... Get back in the Elevator... 
 - Love... You've thought Pain & God's Love - Opposites on the Spectrum 
 - Hope... Renew your Strength 
 
- It's Christmas Eve, what a moment to Receive the Gift of Faith, Hope & Love 
in Jesus Christ! 
 - That IS what we all need more of this year! 
 
SALVATION then 
 
PRAYER 
 


