
Follow Me - Part 3 
"Follow Me... to Not Picking & Choosing!" 

March 7th, 2021 
Intro: 
 
- ORDERING AT CRACKER BARREL ILL. 
 - I say I want the Momma's Breakfast, but then I start changing stuff & 
 she's like, "Actually that's NOT the Momma's Breakfast, that's the 
 Farmers' whatever..." 
 - That's what so many people do with the Bible today!!! 
 
- Today we're going to talk about "Follow Me to No Longer Picking & 
Choosing!" 
 - We're going to look at a man known as the "Rich Young Ruler..." 
 
PRAY  
 
Matthew 19:16-17 "Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, 
what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" “Why do you ask me about 
what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want 
to enter life, keep the commandments.” 
 
v. 18-19 "Which ones?” he inquired. Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, 
you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false 
testimony, honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself.’” 
 
v. 20-21 "All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” 
Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me.” 
 
v. 22 "When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had 
great wealth." 
 



- The Rich Young Ruler, was good with so much of Jesus' teachings... 
murder, adultery, steal, etc.  
 - But when Jesus took him to a Hard Command for him Personally, 
 that's when the struggle began!  
  - He was like, "Nope! That's too much... I'm out." 
 
* We all have a "Line of Obedience," don't we? 
 - I'll follow Jesus in All These Areas, but don't ask me to give up... THAT! 
  - We all have a "THAT," don't we??? 
  - A line of obedience that we're not willing to cross! 
 
- "Lord, You can have everything, except for _______." 
  - MIP: ? What's in your blank? 
 - My Pride,  - That Grudge,   - My Money,   
 - That Attitude toward my in-laws who don't see things politically the  
  way I do,  
 - That unforgiveness,  - That Hobby,  - That Habit 
 - Sleeping with my Boyfriend.  - Gossiping about our co-workers. 
 - Screaming at my wife & kids.  - Cheating on our taxes. 
 - Lusting after a co-worker.  - Drinking w/ the guys! 
 - Drinking wine w/ the girls during Bachelorette! 
 - We fill in the blank with a thousand things, big & small, that don't line 
 up with what it truly means to Follow Jesus!!! 
 
- We... "Pick & Choose" what we choose to Obey, don't we??? 
 
* The Opposite of this was Jesus in the Garden...  
 
Luke 22:41-42 "He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down 
and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, 
but yours be done.” 
 
- There was No Limit to Jesus' Obedience to God's Will for His Life. 
 - Nothing was Off-Limits... Nothing was Untouchable. 
 - Jesus didn't Pick & Choose His Obedience to the Father. 
 



- MIP: If we are going to Follow in the Way of Jesus, then we have to make 
some decisions right here & now that have the power to change our lives 
forever! 
 

3 Decisions we Must Make: 
 
1. Decide to Repent.  
 
 A. When we know what is right & we don't do it, it's sin.  
 
James 4:17 (NLT) "Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and 
then not do it." 
 
 B. I know we don't hear this a lot in our world today, but it doesn't mean 
 it's not true! 
  - We live in a Pick & Choose World! 
   - We like the Grace Parts, but we don't like the Truth Parts! 
 
 C. God's Love is Unconditional, but His Blessings ARE Conditional! 
  - Some of us Want God to Bless us, but we are not living our lives 
  in such a way that is Bless-able! 
  
 D. TEENAGER DRIVING RECKLESSLY ILL. 
  - If every time a teenager gets in the car, he's reckless, will the  
  parent keep giving them the keys? 
   - NO! Why? B/c the parent knows they could hurt themselves 
   or OTHERS!!! 
  - If we're living in a way that doesn't please God, then we cannot  
  expect the blessing of God for OUR OWN SAKE & for the SAKE of 
  OTHERS! 
 
John 6:60 "On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. 
Who can accept it?" 
 
 D. STOP THINKING ABOUT EVERYBODY ELSE!!! 



  - It's SO easy to hear a message like this & think about everybody 
  else, don't do it!!! 
   - That's called Pride & it's a sin too!!! 
 
John 21:21-22 "When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?" 
Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to 
you? You must follow me.” 
 
2. Decide to No Longer Pick & Choose from Jesus' Way of Living. 
 
 A. Which means we have to Know Jesus' way of Living. 
 
 B. God gave us the Bible, a Conscience & the Holy Spirit to guide us in 
 how we are to live. 
  - There is a Great Danger in Not Obeying Jesus' Way of Living over 
  a Long Period of Time... the Bible calls it a "Seared Conscience."  
 
1 Timothy 4:2 "Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose 
consciences have been seared as with a hot iron." 
  
 C. MIP: We have to be so careful, b/c if we live against God's Word long 
 enough, but still Claim to be in Faith, we end up with a Compromised 
 Lifestyle. 
  
 D. We are now living in a Nation & a Generation that has been taught  
 that right is wrong & wrong is right! 
  - There's no Absolutes anymore... gender, sexual expression &  
  exposure, sanctity of Human Life, from the womb to the tomb, etc. 
  
 E. It breaks my heart that a Generation is growing up believing that 
 there are No Absolutes. 
  - & the Hypocrisy in it all is that they tell them that Tolerance is the 
  Only Absolute now, but the minute you voice an opinion that is  
  contrary to theirs, you're censored or canceled.  
  - Crazy huh??? 
 



 F. We're not going to get Angry about that, we're just going to Live 
 Righteously & let our lives speak for themselves!!! 
 
I Thessalonians 4:11-12 "Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You 
should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told 
you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you 
will not be dependent on anybody." 
 
3. Decide How we are Going to Live. 
 (As Mature or Infant... As Spiritual or as Carnal) 
 A. There are 2 choices in how we live our life: 
  1) From a Spiritual-Minded Point of View. 
  2) From a Carnal-Minded Point of View. 
   - One is Living from Heaven's Perspective... the other is living 
   from Earth's Perspective.  
 
I Corinthians 3:1-3 (NKJV) "And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to 
spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. I fed you with milk 
and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and 
even now you are still not able; for you are still carnal. For where there are 
envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like 
mere men?" 
 
 B. ONCE A BABY LEARNS TO WALK IT NEVER GOES BACK ILL. 
  - Why? B/c it's just a way better way = to engage in life!!! 
  - If an adult is still crawling around, we would say something is  
  wrong with them developmentally! 
  - MIP: ? Is it possible that some of us are still crawling around  
  when we should be running & walking & skipping & jumping in our 
  faith? 
 
 C. Deciding to Mature in our Faith is just that... a Decision. 
 
I Corinthians 13:11 "When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of 
childhood behind me." 



 
 D. Once we Decide to Mature, suddenly, Hard things start to become 
 Easy & Doable!!! 
  - RUNNING ILL. 
   - 6 weeks ago, I couldn't run for more than a few minutes  
   straight! 
   - Yesterday, I ran for 55 minutes straight!!! 
   - How? By Making a Decision to Mature in my Running! 
    - It hasn't been easy, but it IS effective! 
 
 E. What's true in the Natural, is True in the Spiritual! 
  - Following Jesus is about Deciding Once & for All that we are  
  going to Go after Him & Obey EVERYTHING He says for us to do, 
   - Because.... HIS WAY IS BETTER!!! 
  - When we Truly Believe that, Now serving God & Living the way  
  He wants us to live is No Sacrifice at All, in fact, it becomes a joy!!! 
 
Challenge: 
 
? Where have you been Picking & Choosing what you'll Obey? 
? Where do you need to Repent of that? 
? Are you Ready to Go All In with Obedience? 
 
MERGE MOMENT - MAKE ROOM - YOUR WAY IS BETTER!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


