
“Follow Me” Series – March 16, 2021 
Follow me to Friendship 

 

 
Welcome – One House, many rooms (Cape Coral, East, Online Family & Here at Fort Myers) 

• New this year, welcome to the family 

• Great time to jump in – family on mission & we need you – graduating close to 50 through 
our empowerment track today!  

• Let’s fill up April’s empowerment track & keep taking our next steps here.  
 
Follow me Series –  

• Truly Following Jesus – to not picking & choosing – to follow in the process – to follow in rest 

• “Following Jesus beyond JUST believing in Him…” Belief is important, but following requires 
ACTION 

o We can BELIEVE that God’s ways are higher, but do we follow His ways?  
o We can believe that God loves us, but will we follow him to love others.  
o We can believe that it would be best if we didn’t have sex with that person who is not 

our spouse, but will we follow him to live a life of purity? 

• JESUS SAID – “BELIEVE”…but then he Calls us to FOLLOW!  
 
Message Title: Follow me to Friendship 

• Sensed that some of us might feel lonely.  

• Maybe you’ve been more isolated because of Covid.  

• Maybe you’ve tried to put yourself out there, but friends have let you down.  

• Maybe you’re just not the trusting type or more of a “loner.”  

• Maybe in this last season there has been a “shift” in friendships and you’ve said “no” to 
unhealthy relationships – but it’s left you feeling lonely… 

 
ILL: Mom's surgery. Because of Covid, I was by myself. Drove back and forth by myself. Sat in the 
waiting room by myself. Spent the 2nd night after surgery in the hotel and woke up, hearing God 
whisper "I am your best friend." The Holy Spirit woke me up with the sweet whisper to remind me 
that I had a friend in Jesus! And I needed that reminder, because we would walk through even more 
trials – my friend was preparing my heart and soul for what He knew I needed because he’s such a 
good friend! I’ve been reminded and want to remind you… You can be alone and not be lonely.  
 

• John 15 - Jesus shares this with his followers in the upper room – he says stay close / I love you 
/ love me…then he goes further to explain… 

John 15:15-16 “ I have never called you ‘servants,’ because a master doesn’t confide in his servants, 
and servants don’t always understand what the master is doing. But I call you my most intimate 
friends, for I reveal to you everything that I’ve heard from my Father. 16 You didn’t choose me, but 
I’ve chosen and commissioned you to go into the world to bear fruit. And your fruit will last, 
because whatever you ask of my Father, for my sake, he will give it to you! 
 
PRAY 



Jesus blows their minds and says, “I know you’ve been taught to think that the Messiah is going to 
Lord over you OR maybe you feel like you’re unworthy or have to work to get close to God …but I 
came to show you that we can be friends. How mind-blowing. And He CHOSE us. He thought of US!! 
 
Maybe you’ve never thought of Jesus as your friend. Maybe it’s easy for you to see him as Lord, or 
King, or see God as the “Big Man Upstairs…” But Jesus said, “you are my intimate friends.” 
 
What kind of friend is Jesus? 
 
1. Jesus is a Friend that Gives. 

• Jesus told his disciples: “whatever you ask of my Father, for my sake, he will give it to you!” 

• One of the first encounters we see is Jesus with Simon (who later is renamed Peter) – Luke 5 - 
he’s trying to catch fish all night & before Jesus calls Peter to follow him, he generously GIVES 
him a two boats full of fish! He was a little fearful, hits his knees and says “go away from me 
because I’m a sinful man.” In other words, he said “I don’t deserve this”  

• Luke 5:10b & 11 “Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for 
people.’  So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.” 

• Out of Jesus’ generosity, they left their old life & followed Jesus…that’s a good friend!! 

• Jesus is SO generous. With his time, with his love, with his goodness, with his mercy, with his 
forgiveness.  

o He says: You’re weary? I’ll give you rest. 
o He says: You’re anxious? I want to set you free. I want to deliver you. 
o He says: You’re mourning? I want to weep with you and give you joy. 
o He says: You messed up? I want to give you grace. 

• Good friends are generous -- ILL: Best kind of boat is a friend’s boat – don’t need to pay for it 
or clean it – just experience it… 

o Some days we are weak and tired, anxious, sad, we feel defeated - Get in His boat - He’s 
got the power - When we are weak, He is strong! A FRIEND THAT GIVES… 

• THE QUESTION IS – will we receive what he wants to give? Or are you going to keep holding 
onto the worry? The anxiousness.  

2. Jesus is a Friend that empathizes. 

• Some of us are in pain right now. We are in a season of temptation right now. We are in a 
wilderness. Or heartache… Jesus isn’t the kind of friend that looks on and says: “get over it.”  

• He’s says, “let me come along side of you because, I get it.” “Follow me and I’ll show you not 
how to “get over it, but to get through it with me.” 

Hebrews 4:14-16 “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.  Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” 



• Jesus is a friend who is empathizing with our weaknesses. He says, approach my throne and I’ll 
give you grace. I’ll forgive you where you’ve messed up. I’ve got mercy for you. I’ve got more. 

• THE QUESTION IS – will we approach him and receive that empathy? Will you humble 
yourself with confidence and say, “I need help with this temptation. I need to break through 
this addition. I don’t know how to believe. Help me Jesus!” 

3. Jesus is a Friend that will tell you “how it is.” 

• A real friend is someone who unconditionally loves you, but will also speak truth so you can 
overcome, breakthrough in that area, have life to the full. 

• 12 yrs ago Drew, 5 years old: “Mom, you know I love you, but this is getting pretty big…” 

• Jesus says: Hey – I love you enough to call you out on the way you just treated your spouse. I 
love you enough to show you that pride. Can we address that sin that you think is hidden? 

John 15:14 “You show that you are my intimate friends when you obey all that I command you.” v. 
17  “So this is my parting command: Love one another deeply!” 

• Jesus says, my friendship is available, but you show me that you want to be my friend when 
you obey my commands – when you follow me – and his parting command, “love each other 
deeply.” – HE TELLS US “HOW IT IS.” – We don’t have to guess… 

• In his word every day, the Bible is a letter of love, a way to live – and when we follow it we 
show Jesus that we love him – and out of that, we can love each other deeply!!! 

o He will call us out – convict us, show us the way, reveal our bad attitudes… 

• THE QUESTION IS: Will you let Jesus be a friend who tells you how it is?  
o Humble ourselves and obey…but it’s for intimacy & life! 

4. Jesus is a Friend that loves to the end. 

• Jesus said, follow me into friendship…love each other, like I have loved you.  

• How did he love? To the end…for Jesus it was death on a cross. It was giving them and us what 
we don’t deserve.  

John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  

• Some of us need the reality of the cross to become real all over again. 

• We’ve gotten bitter. Angry. 2020 & 2021 have accumulated. We are hard. We are numb… 

• Jesus is saying, “will you follow me to love?” Will you remember my sacrifice? 

• THE QUESTION IS: Are we receiving that love? Or are you trying to control? Are you trying to 
work it all out? Are you shaking your fist because you don’t like how things have turned out? 
Or can you remember, that he laid down his life FOR YOU? Because he loves to the end!  

 
5. Jesus is a Friend that sticks close. 

• The great news is that if today, you would say that you have walked away from following 
Jesus, he hasn’t walked away from you. 

Proverbs 18:24 “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But there is a friend who sticks 
closer than a brother.” 

• Solomon didn’t know Jesus, but he knew God…even more wisdom for him to write this and 
foreshadow Jesus who then made it clear that he calls his disciples his “most intimate friends.” 



o I’m imagining them knowing that Solomon had said, “there’s a friend who sticks closer 
than a brother” and thinking – you’re Him! 

• “A man who has friends” – implies that we can have many friends (plural) – some may come, 
some may go…sometimes we let them down (aren’t friendly), other times they let us down 
(aren’t there or even betray us) – but there is A FRIEND (only ONE) who will stick even closer 
than blood, even closer than those who let you down – he sticks CLOSE!!! 

o ILL: Ever have a friend that just won’t “take a hint?”  - “hey buddy, I’m good.” Jesus is 
a gentleman and he won’t force his friendship on you, but you have to know that with 
one turn – with one decision, he’s SO close! 

• THE QUESTION IS: Will you allow him to be close? Or will you keep him at a distance? 
 
I THINK WE NEED AN ENCOUNTER WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS TODAY 
After Jesus was placed in the tomb - The disciples had “lost” Jesus - they still had his teachings and 
their principles, but they were missing the person (it’s the alive person who brought the presence) 

• touch my hands 

• Look at my side 

• I’m going to send you – great commission – but I’m with you ALWAYS.  
 
You wonder why some can weep in worship, sit in a service and be touched, transformed, in 
Aw...it’s because they aren’t listening to principals, they are seeking Jesus. FOLLOW ME (A person – 
not a belief)…What are you speaking to me? I’m reaching for your hand. I can feel you close. 

• it’s not religion. It’s not our tradition. 

• It’s the person and the longer we go in our “beliefs”, the more we risk losing our best friend. 
 
Some of us need to Quit following “principals” and start following the person 

• When we replace the person with the principals, we will lose our passion 
• The gospel is a mystery, it’s about sticking close to a person – HE IS ALIVE!!! 
• He guides you, leads you, he sent the Holy Spirit to guide us, comfort us, counsel us... 
• We can be lonely and know that we are NOT alone! 

Challenge: Will you let him be your friend? Will you encounter Him for the first time or all over again? 

Salvation // Give us – Empathize – Tell us how it is – Love us – Come close 

Sing: What a friend we have in Jesus 

What a friend we have in Jesus - All our sins and griefs to bear 
What a privilege to carry - Everything to God in prayer 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit - Oh, what needless pain we bear 
All because we do not carry - Everything to God in prayer 
Have we trials and temptations? - Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged - Take it to the Lord in prayer 
Can we find a friend so faithful - Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness - Take it to the Lord in prayer    PRAY (END HIGH) & CLAP 


