
Shameless Audacity – Part 1 – August 8, 2021 
“Go at Midnight” 

 
Intro: Welcome (one house, many rooms) 

• thank you to so many who served this week (orange army) 

• praying for teachers, administrators, students as you head back to school (light of Jesus) 
 
It’s been a difficult week or season for many: This upheaval, unrest, this sickness has churned up the 
fallow (unplanted) ground and I believe it’s ready for the seed of the answer (Jesus)! 
 
New Series: Shameless Audacity & tomorrow we begin 40 Days of Prayer 

• Holy anticipation – prophetic words by multiple people that breakthrough is coming. 

• What could happen corporately in our church – in this house – in every room? 

• What could happen in our own homes? Our own family members. Our marriages. Our 
extended family? 

 
Title of Message: “Go at Midnight” (have your Bibles, open them…take notes…) 
 
Luke 11:1-10 NIV  “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”2 He said to them, 
“When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  3 Give us each day our 
daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not 
into temptation.’  (we know this as the Lord’s prayer – longer version in Matthew, but in Luke we 
see that Jesus explains with another illustration of what it’s like to pray to our Heavenly Father) 
 
 5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have 
no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already 
locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ (pause the story… In 
that day, a whole family lived together in a one-room house. On one side of the house was a raised 
platform where they all slept; down on the ground were all their animals – so… this man wasn’t 
being rude to his friend – it would have made sense to them that there was no way the man could 
come to the door without disturbing the whole household.) 
 
 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet 
because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 

• It took a lot of boldness for the man in the story to so shamelessly ask his friend in the 
middle of the night; he really wanted and needed the bread. 

• And Jesus says that it’s because of the shameless audacity that his request will be given. 
 
Jesus finishes the story about the man and turns to his disciples and gives instruction on prayer: 
 
 9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.  10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 
knocks, the door will be opened.” 



PRAY 
 
The focus of this parable and Jesus’ teaching is way less about God’s willingness to answer prayer 
and more about our persistence to ask! 
 
Our persistence doesn’t change God; it changes us! 
 
ILL: Boys wanting Wendy’s (please Mom, please, please…we love you…you’re the best…please!) 

• Their persistence to ask and knock opened the door for them to be fed! 

• As a loving Mom, I was willing to listen (but their persistence moved me to action) 
 
Church, what could happen if hundreds and hundreds of us decided to persistently pray?   

• To have a shameless audacity – to GO AT MIDNIGHT!!! 
 
Here’s the problem – the enemy is using shame to quiet us and he’s using intimidation to steal our 
confidence. 

• He lies to us and says “God doesn’t care about you.” “That problem is too small” 

• “You’ve sinned too much, he won’t listen.”  “Who are you to come to God?” 
 
But, if you have accepted Jesus as Savior, then you are God’s son and daughter – there is therefore, 
now, no condemnation & we can have confidence b/c of the finished work of Jesus! 

• To be Shameless: lacking any sense of shame / showing no shame 

• Audacity: bold / daring / confident 
 
Let’s decide to be a church that shamelessly and audaciously prays and seeks and asks God for 
miracles.  
 
Prayers to Pray: 
 

1. Pray Conceivable prayers. 

• To think – to believe – to imagine – the dream phase 

• Kids are going back to school – they’ve never loved school, they haven’t found a good 
friend… “Father, help my kids have the best year of their life. Find that friend.” 

• “Father, you see where I’ve been working hard, would you send someone to encourage 
me today. Would you help my boss notice my efforts?” 

• “I know you’ve put a passion in me to share my faith, give me an opportunity to do that 
today. Put someone in my path.” 

• IE: Cancer – taking the step of chemo: God, shrink the tumor…let the chemo work.  
 

2. Pray Achievable prayers. 

• What is happening in our life that we don’t have to dream about, we actually are taking 
action so it’s going to be achieved. We could try to do it alone…but why would we? 

• Decide that you don’t want to walk it out without Jesus. Pray about that! 



• “God, you see that meeting I’m going to be in. You see how I get nervous and insecure. 
Would you give me confidence, peace. Give me the words I need.” 

• IE: Naama Chisholm (East location / PK) 
o Dream of 13 years (had conceived it), tried to achieve it (but 13 years ago didn’t 

get into nursing program twice) – put it on HOLD – married, kids 
▪ She told me that God kept reminding her that “A dream delayed is not 

denied.”  
▪ January 2020 (God said GO) – SHE INVITED ME & OTHERS ALONG THE 

JOURNEY – PRAYED accelerated nursing program graduated June 2021 & 
o Passed Nursing Board this week & is officially a registered nurse! (PICTURE) 
o She invited God in and did not lean on her own understanding (Prov 3:5), but 

acknowledged him and He directed her paths! 

• What are you trying to achieve without God? Pray about EVERYTHING. 
 

3. Pray Unbelievable prayers. 

• These are the kind of bold, audacious prayers that go way beyond our own thinking, our own 
understanding and our own achieving! 

• The kind of “Can’t HE, Won’t HE?” kind of prayers… These prayers require our FAITH to see 
beyond what we can see, beyond what we can imagine… 

• Like Paul prayed in Ephesians 3:20 “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us” 

o He said – I’ve prayed what I can think of, but what goes beyond that?  
o What requires a POWER that is unbelievable – you’ll never believe what God did! 

• IE: Not just  conceivable “God, shrink the tumor.” “God, eradicate it. Make it disappear. 
Show your glory to the doctors, nurses.” 

• God – heal my marriage. I know it looks like it’s over. I know it feels completely broken. BUT 
you can do it.  

• Staff member whose son was diagnosed with severe dyslexia (achievable prayer: tutors, 
extra help) // My faith rose up and I said, or complete healing! God healed him in 2018 – 
reading perfectly to this day. 

• “God, Let my brother be open to Jesus” – it seems unbelievable to me, BUT GOD!  

• What could God do if we would start praying unbelievable prayers? 
 

4. Pray Receivable prayers. 

• “For everyone who asks receives” 

• Sometimes we can get so caught up in what we are asking for that we forget to pause and 
receive. 

• God has good things for his kids that go beyond our circumstances coming to pass. 

• He’s throwing it our way, but are we in a posture to receive it? 

• Wants to pour out His Holy Spirit, are we willing to receive it?  
o “Fill me with more of your Spirit. Baptize me in your Spirit.” 

• “You see my anxious mind. Fill me with peace.” 

• “You see where I’m angry, fill me with your love. I receive your forgiveness.”  

• “Fill me with more faith.”  “Fill me with greater trust.” “Safety” “self-control”  



Conceivable / Achievable / Unbelievable / Receivable – what could God do? Shameless Audacity! 

• Not just alone, but together… 
 
How to Participate: 
 

• Sign up for YouTube Video delivery (one of us – staff pastors – 5 minutes a day)  
o Text "NLC40" to 77411 
o All one word, no spaces... NLC40 (no spaces) to 77411 
o Watch and pray every day - on-demand delivery every morning 

• “Draw the Circle” Book – The 40 Day Prayer Challenge  
o Follow up to Mark Batterson’s Circle Maker (draw figurative and sometimes literal 

circles around your family, your job, your problems and your goals) 
o In foyers today for $10 / available audio if you prefer that  

• 40 Days of Prayer & SOAP guide 
o Read the Bible and pray scripture daily 
o Ideas on how to stretch yourself and pray in different ways 

▪ Incorporate kids (parents pray with your kids – make a prayer list with them) 
▪ Maybe fast and pray if you have never fasted (fast social media during this time) 

• In-person Prayer at your location 
o You will be hearing more about those opportunities from your location pastors in the 

weeks to come 
o Do it! Push back the fear…what if that’s the BOLD step that God will honor?! 

• Challenge you to create a Prayer List of people and things that you are praying and believing 
for! 

o Get a journal - Use this template, use the prayer guide – what is conceivable / what is 
achievable / what is unbelievable / what is receivable??? 

▪ Write a list of things for you, your friends, your family, your small group, our 
church, our Nation, our world 

o ILL: It would be unbelievable if they gave their heart to Jesus / I need to receive more 
love, more joy, more patience / I can conceive (visualize) getting pregnant, getting that 
promotion / I can set my heart and mind to something and achieve it, but I don’t want 
to do it a part from Jesus – so I’m going to pray it through! 

o When we do this, it will give us a journal of miracles to go back to…and to keep praying 
through… 

 
Some of you may have disbelief right now – I’m praying that God will heal your unbelief. 
 
I believe God is answering prayers all of the time. The question is, are we acknowledging that it was 
Him when it happens?  
 
Luke 17:11-19  

• Jesus is walking and encounters 10 men with leprosy  

• They stood far away (social distancing) “Jesus, have pity on us!” (shameless audacity) 



• He tells them to show themselves to the priests and while they were walking they were 
healed 

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw 
himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten 
cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” 
 

• Often times we take credit 
• We think it’s coincidence 
• Or we think it was man or ourselves…no, it was God! 
• Let’s pre-decide that we WILL give him the glory. 

 
Where do you have need? 

• Receivable prayer: Receive Salvation – free gift / Rededication 
 
Stand Together 

• Where is the enemy keeping you discouraged or intimidated? Break off the shame, the lies. 

• Who will dedicate themselves to 40 days of prayer? RAISE YOUR HAND. 
o REPEAT AFTER ME: “Heavenly Father, I come to you humbly and boldly. I commit to 

pray for the next 40 days. Give me strength and perseverance. I pre-decide that when 
you answer my prayers I will give you all of the praise. I thank you now. In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen.” 

 


