
“Send Me” Part 2 - October 24, 2021 
“Settled and Sent”   

 
Welcome Next Level Church – It’s good to be family together! Welcome Cape family, East family, 
Online family, those here in our Fort Myers Room – WHEREVER YOU ARE, let’s put our hands together 
and thank God for family!!! 
 
Send Me Series – Heavenly Father SENT His one and only son, Jesus – and over and over again in the 
gospels, Jesus makes it clear that once we believe in Him, he also wants us to be sent into the world 
– not to be like the world (like our culture and just fit in), but to be love in this world! To represent 
Him in our everyday lives! 
 
In the book, Indispensable Church (100 copies left across our locations), Pastor Chris talks about how 
Jesus got his hands dirty, He was love in action, He completely changed the atmosphere of every 
moment he was in!  
 
Title of Message: “Settled and Sent” 
 
ILL: How many have ever been on a treadmill before? 

- Treadmill girl (give me air conditioning / soft cushion under my feet / ability to watch a show) 
- Ever felt like you were doing great, then someone gets on the one next to you (incline, 10x) 
- We compare, don’t we – but treadmills can be like our life in some ways?! 
- We want to be sent, we want to make an impact for others, but we are just trying to figure our 

own lives out (walking, running, trying to pace ourselves…) 
 

o Getting On Treadmill - just beginning and trying to find our stride) Trying to discern the 
purpose God has for our lives – what impact we are to have on this world. 

o On the treadmill, but stopped - stuck) Stuck in a dead-end job, stuck in a failing marriage, 
stuck in our finances, stuck in our anxious thoughts… 

o 10 Speed - moving at the speed of light) – from picking up and dropping off the kids, getting to 
the next baseball game or dance recital, going to work, paying the bills, going to school and 
trying to keep up with sports and homework, traveling, working on that next project…  

o 5 Speed – Good clip, but simply going through the motions) – maybe you feel a little “blah” 
like, “is this it?”  

 
With the pandemic and life in general, many of us have been in survival mode, but wherever we 
find ourselves, I believe that God is wanting to speak to each one of us so we can respond and say, 
“Send me.”  
 
PRAY 
 
Take Notes & Turn in Bibles to Exodus 3 (look to the life of Moses) – he found himself on the 
treadmill of his life…going through the motions…and God speaks!  
 
Before we look at the text, I want to provide you with a little bit of Moses’s story.  



- Moses was set a part by God, a Hebrew, born when the Israelites were enslaved in Egypt. 
- Pharoah ordered all of the babies to be killed, but Moses’s mother hid him and then puts him 

in a basket in the river, he is found by Pharoah’s daughter & eventually raised as royalty 
- But he knew he was Hebrew and his people were enslaved – one day he sees an Egyptian 

beating one of the Hebrew men and he’s had it – murders him (he responds to rescue not with 
God, but without God) – he is found out – Pharoah wants to kill him… 

- So he flees and lands in Midian, gets married, has a baby…and is there for 40 years…but his 
people are stuck in slavery & scripture records that they were crying out to God to help them… 

 
Exodus 3:1-11 
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the 
flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  

- Moses had seemingly lost sight of the burden that God had put in his heart to help save his 
people from slavery - he became an employee of his father-in-law’s company. Today was just 
like any other day – seemingly ordinary. 

 
2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that 
though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this 
strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, 
God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5 “Do not 
come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy 
ground.”  

- I just want to remind us that we can experience God in the seemingly ordinary things of life. 
Fire represents the presence and the power of God. The Holy Spirit is available, but God won’t 
force Himself upon us. He waits for us to willingly come to Him – Church - you just never know 
when your ordinary might turn into extraordinary! Moses said “HERE I AM.”  

 
6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 7 The Lord said, “I have 
indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave 
drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.  

- God not only expressed His compassion for the Israelites, His chosen people, but he reminded 
Moses of the covenant of love that He had made with them. I’m just imagining a burden in 
Moses being resurrected (my people are still hurting? I had kind of forgotten about them)… 

 
8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of 
that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites 
has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am 
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”  
 
11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” 



- God resurrects this burden, this reality that people need Moses to step up…and we 
immediately see that he is unsettled in his spirit. He had a great call, but he needed to settle 
some things, so he could be sent. 

 
Three Areas God Wants to Settle: 

 
1. Our Identity in Christ. 

 When God invited Moses to step back into his calling, Moses responds, “Who am I?” 
 He had lost sight of who he was – first as God’s son, but then as God’s chosen to deliver 

the Israelites. 
 He was afraid: He was immediately reminded of the sins he had committed (why he was 

afraid to look at God), the ways he had fallen short, and the simple life he was now 
living. 

o That’s the enemy’s tactic in our life. Every time God is saying, “I want you to 
go.” “I want to use you for my glory.” “I want you to lead that.” “I want you to 
speak to that person.” – the enemy is saying, “WHO ARE YOU?”  

 ILL: This is something that I have struggled with. 
o The call to be a pastor. To lead. Why me? 
o Don’t you know I’m a woman? Don’t you know my imperfections?   
o Why me? Who am I? 
o Every time it’s an opportunity to settle my identity in Christ. In who He says I 

am. 
 Some of us have lost sight of who we are… 

o As a child or teenager or maybe even a few years ago, God put a dream in your 
heart and it’s gone dormant. 

o Maybe we got lost somewhere along the way and we feel like God could never 
use us in the state we are in or with the mistakes we have made. 

o Maybe we have experienced some major disappointments along the way… 
 
Moses questions God – Who am I? what is going to happen if I go back? Look at God’s answer: 
 
Exodus 3:14 “God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am 
has sent me to you.’” 

 In other words, it’s not just you Moses: The very essence of me within you! Walk in your 
identity that is found in me! I am with you. I am sending you. Your identity is in me. 

 ILL: And every time that God has tapped me on the shoulder to be sent, it’s an 
opportunity to settle me. That’s how I’m standing here today. Because of who HE IS in 
me. It’s not me! 

 
God wants to send us, but he wants to settle us too…he wants to settle our identity… 
 

2. Our Intimacy with God. 
 We don’t have an in-depth look at the life Moses was leading day to day, but this 

encounter with God is so powerful. 



 Bush is burning – God calls him by name, “Moses, Moses…” “Take off your sandals, the 
place you are standing is holy.” 

o Taking his sandals off was a sign of intimacy  
o Foreshadowing of when Jesus had his disciples take off their sandals and he 

washed their feet, saying “I’m not only your savior, I’m your friend” “you can 
show me the dirty parts of you” “we can be close” 

o This moment together is HOLY – it’s INTIMATE – it’s time that we TALK… 
 
Moses had gotten busy working for his Father-in-law and he forgot about the burden that had been 
there to free his people. The call to go back and rescue God’s people wasn’t just about the people, 
it was about his intimacy and relationship with God being restored.  
 
Some of us are so busy living our life that we have forgotten why we were given a life to live. 

o We were given life, so we can share our life with others. 
o We are called to love God and love people. 

Some of us are so preoccupied by our own lives that we have lost sight of the lives of those around 
us.  Some of us are so busy “serving God” that we have lost intimacy with Him. 

o God doesn’t want religion. He wants relationship.  
o He’s not looking for results, He’s looking for you. He wants to be close. 

 
When was the last time that you had a “take off your shoes” moment with God? Can we talk about 
that place? Will you repent of that area? Will you come close???  
 
God wants to send us, but he wants to settle us too…he wants to settle our identity…our intimacy… 
 

3. Our own Insecurities. 
 
God would go on to give Moses specific instructions on who he was to assemble, what he was to 
say, the signs and wonders He would perform, and the outcome of it all, yet Moses still responds… 
 
Exodus 4:10-12 
10 Moses said to the Lord, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the 
past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.”  

o Moses had some sort of a speech impediment or stutter, and he could not fathom how God 
would use him to speak to Pharaoh when He could choose someone else. 

o Moses felt insecure. “Wait, you want me to go and talk to Pharoah – the place where people 
knew I was a murderer?” I don’t talk well – not then, not now… 

 
MIP: Every time God is calling us, our own insecurities will try to hold us back! 

o Maybe you are like Moses, “I don’t talk well, that’s why I don’t serve or tell people about 
Jesus.” 

o Maybe it’s the mistakes from your past, the fear of failure… “But, Ps Sarah, if you knew my 
past, you would agree that someone else should be sent.” 

o It was exactly Moses’ past and present that God wanted to redeem! He was saying, “Moses, it’s 
time” – look at his response to Moses’s insecurity: 



 
11 The Lord said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? 
Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 Now go; I will help you speak and 
will teach you what to say.”  

o Where do you find yourself feeling insecure?  
o Negative beliefs, seeing your inadequacies as un-overcomable? Fear of rejection? 

 
I love God’s answer – “Moses, who made you this way?” “I know your inadequacies. It’s in your 
inadequate place that I will teach you.”  

o ILL: I have found that every time I feel inadequate, insecure or weak…it’s an opportunity to 
face that fear, fight the enemy, and remember that God is with me!!! The one who made me 
will SECURE me!  

 
When we allow God to settle us, we can be confident to say, “Send Me.” 
 
That’s what happened with Moses. He becomes a courageous leader. God gives him his brother, 
Aaron to go with him. He confronts Pharoah through multiple plagues. And leads the children of 
Israel out of captivity! When they got to the red sea, scripture records that he tells the people “DO 
NOT BE AFRAID.”  
 
NextLevelChurch.com/Serve (sign up to serve) – Serve Week happening October 31-November 6th  

- Let’s be settled and sent!  
- Get your orange shirts & hats and say “Send Me.” 

o Just since July, we have fed 940 families at our food distributions through our 
Partnership with St. Matthew’s at our future downtown location 
 The need is great. 
 People are hurting, desperate, hopeless, looking for hope & an answer! 

- Let’s follow the lead of Jesus and get our hands dirty – be willing to be love in action – change 
the atmosphere of a moment! 

 
THAT’S WHAT MOSES DID – Over and over again, he had to settle himself to hear God’s voice, 
follow it and continue to be SENT - he led the Israelites out of slavery and into freedom!   

- Will you do that for someone else? God may not be calling you to lead a whole nation, but I bet 
he’s put someone around you who is broken, hurting, bound up in addiction, in fear, who can’t 
see a way out, but we have the answer! 

- His Name is Jesus – and he can settle us & wants to send us. 
 
How many of us have been caught up in the treadmill of life? 

o Can we get off the treadmill for a moment – pause – and recognize that this is holy ground? 
o Maybe it’s our identity / intimacy / insecurities. 

 
Salvation – God sent His son, Jesus was “sent” for you and me – eternal life in heaven, abundant life 
here on earth (joy, peace, contentment because we are His sons/daughters).  
 
PRAY (send us / settle us) 


