
Ready, Set, Wait... - Part 1 
"2 Decisions for the next 30 Days..." 

January 2nd, 2022 
Intro: 
- Happy New Year everyone!!! 
 - Wow! Another year! Crazy huh?!? 
 
- Here's what I know... For most of us, a New Year means: 
 - READY! SET! GO!!! 
 - Resolutions! Goals! Hopes! Dreams! Plans! Diets! Weight Loss! 
  - All that's okay, but we, as a Church, want to throw out a Different 
  Idea to all of us this year...  READY! SET! WAIT!!! 
 
- Which makes us all go: "Wait...", "Wait?" "Wait?!?"  
 - ? Can that be right? ? Can that be best? 
 - To which our answer is a Resounding, "YES!!!" 
 
PRAYER FOR OPEN HEARTS  
 
- Our world is enamored with "Go, Go, Go!" 
 - Action / Motion / Movement / Do Something, right?!? 
 
- But God's take is quite different! 
 - Most of the time when God works, He always creates a "Season of 
 Preparation" before the "Season of Advancement!" 
  - There's usually a "Waiting" before the "Suddenly." 
  - A "Pause" before the "Proceed." - A "Moment" b/f "Movement!" 
 - Wait: At least 150 x's in the Bible!!! 
 
- MOSES - 40 YEARS DESERT B/F DELIVERANCE  
 - ARMY OF ISRAEL - WAIT & PRAY B/F GOING TO BATTLE  
 - JESUS - CAME AS A BABY NOT A MAN 
 - JESUS - 40 DAYS FASTING IN THE WILDERNESS B/F MIN. BEGAN 
 - BIRTH OF THE LOCAL CHURCH - UPPER ROOM "WAITING" 
 
 



Acts 1:4 "On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in 
a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
 - They were getting all excited about changing the world & Jesus said, 
 "Wait!!!" 
 
v. 6-7 "Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for 
you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
 - Again... Guys, don't get ahead of me!  
 - You don't have everything you need to do what I'm calling you to do!!! 
 
v. 8 "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 
 - If you'll wait & receive FIRST, then you'll be ready!!! 
 
- MIP: Through the Month of January we are challenging you to "Wait!" 
 1) 4 Weeks of this Series! 
 2) 21 Days of Prayer & Fasting! Starting January 10th! 
 
- Here's why: We believe 1 month can become the launch pad for the next 11 
 - Jesus knew that without the Power of the Holy Spirit, they would be 
 completely ineffective to do what He had called them to do in the next 
 season! 
 - That's what we want these 21 Days of Prayer & Fasting to be! 
  - Prayer - Turning the Voice of God UP! 
  - Fasting - Turning the Voices & Noises of the World DOWN! 
 

Make 2 Decisions: 
1. Separate. (Consecrate)  
 
 A. To Set Apart - "Dedicate formally for a Divine Purpose." 
 



Joshua 3:5 "Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for 
tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” 
 - Make a decision that you're going to set yourself aside this month for 
 God's Purposes like never before!!! 
 
 B. In order to Receive, we've got to be a Clean Vessel. 
  - Some of us feel pretty "contaminated" right now!!! 
 
2 Timothy 2:20 "In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, 
but also of wood and clay; some are for special purposes and some for 
common use. Those who cleanse themselves from the latter will be 
instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and 
prepared to do any good work. 
 
 C. MIP: Challenge: Ask God what you are to Fast!!! 
  - What am I supposed to Stop for the next 21 or 30 days? 
  - Talk Radio / Sports / Social Media / News / TikTok / 
   - Turn off Notifications on some apps!  
   - Delete some apps!!! 
  - Fasting - Turns the Noise of the World Down!!! 
   - Fasting Food... Turn that hunger & desire on Jesus! 
   - Every Monday / Breakfast / Lunch / Whole Day / Daniel Fast 
 
"Here's why... b/c"  
Isaiah 40:31 (ESV) "But they who wait for the LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not 
be weary; they shall walk and not faint." 
 
 D. Waiting on God Renews our Strength! 
  - He has the ability to carry us higher than we can fly in our own  
  strength!  
   - EAGLE SOARING ILL. 
 
 E. The Temptation is to Run & Walk w/o Waiting!  
  - ? How many decisions do we make w/o waiting on God 1st? 
  - MWK ILL - >YEAR - ASKING GOD "SEE W/ SPIRITUAL EYES" 



 
Psalm 62:5 (NLT) "Let all that I am wait quietly before God, for my hope is in 
him." 
 
Psalm 130:5-6 "I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I 
put my hope. I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
more than watchmen wait for the morning." 
 - Explain: Enemies attacked at night! 
  - The most unnerving time for a watchman was at night! 
  - They just wanted the sun to rise w/o incident! 
 - The Psalmist says, "Wait & Long for God LIKE THAT!!!" 
 
 E. MIP: ? What does it look like for our "Whole Being" to Wait?  
 
2. Anticipate.  
 
 A. Church, I'm Challenging us to Raise our Expectations & Faith for 
 what God wants to do in us this month & year!!! 
 
Hebrews 11:1 "Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance 
about what we do not see." 
 
 B. We need Resources & Relationships!!! 
  - We need a Plan & we need Accountability. 
 
  1) Talk through Resources. 
   - WEBSITE W/ BOOK LINKS  
 
  2) Talk through Accountability. 
   - We always are capable of more when we don't go it alone! 
   - Who can you take this journey with?!? 
 
 C. Anticipate Getting Closer to God in the next 30 days. 
  - SOAP Guide.  
  - Fasting. 
  - Daily Videos on YouTube  



  - PRAYING DAILY 
  
 D. Make a Decision to Not Give Up!  
 
Hebrews 10:36 (NLT) "Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you 
will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised." 
 
Lamentations 3:25 " The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul 
who seeks him." 
 
Challenge: 
? Will you make a decision today to Ready, Set, Wait... for the next 30 days? 
 - Before we GO into a New Year... Let's Wait!!! 
 
- Imagine where you could be in 30 days if... you'll Separate & Anticipate?!? 
 - Get Focused & Give the 1st to God this year! 
 
PRAYER  
 


