
Vision Sunday – Next Level Church – March 27, 2022 
“Advancing with Faith…in Steps” 

 
 
Welcome – One house, many rooms 

- Spring Break: Baseball is back (picture - baseballs) 
 
In our GREAT FAITH series and today is Vision Sunday.  

- Week 1 we took the 30 day challenge around: what we hear, what we say & what we do! 
- Week 2 – thank you Pastor Josh as we grew in the area of wanting great faith but seeing 

(with spiritual eyes) the invisible things that are stopping us. 
- Today, we want to slow down as your pastors and talk about  

 
“Advancing with Faith…in Steps” 

- We hope you’ll take notes today b/c that’s the title of this message, but it’s also the vision 
for the next year and where we are headed together as a church! 

 
Our Purpose is: We exist to lead people to become fully engaged followers of Jesus. 

 Unprecedented times in our country and world 
 Pandemic of hopelessness. Mental health issues on the rise. War.  
 The world is getting darker, but the darker the dark gets, the BRIGHTER the light of Jesus will 

shine. 
 It’s going to take great faith together as we continue to follow Jesus and as we proclaim that 

He is the answer, He is the hope of the world! 
 
Church, we are just getting started! We have a vision to see 20 locations of Next Level Church across 
SWFL & 1,000 churches in our Relational Network – this is a vision that takes great faith!  

 God is moving in our Network & we are growing #131 & 5 more in Canada joining this week 
 
MWK: In 2018, the Holy Spirit spoke to me very clearly that the next 3 steps of our church were: 

 Secure the 10 acres of land for our Broadcast Location, Fort Myers (DID IT – this land is paid in 
full) PICTURE 

 Launch Cape Coral (DID IT – this is completely paid off & God is moving – in just one year, we 
have seen # salvations in Cape Coral alone) PICTURE 

 Launch Downtown Location – of course when God gave us these 3 steps we had no idea that a 
global pandemic would be happening & so much change in our world. 

o But thank you for being the kind of church who sees with Kingdom Eyes and even 
though we have been through a lot, Jesus’ Church is moving forward! 

 
God is calling us to advance with faith…in steps. And we are believing for this for each of us 
individually as well. God has good things for you, your home, your workplace, your family and he 
wants you to advance…but it’s going to take great faith to take steps.  

 PRAY 
 



Joshua 6 
 The people of Israel had just crossed over the Jordan River into the land of Canaan (the land 

of milk & honey that God promised them) 
 After 40 difficult years of wandering in the desert, the people are on the eastern banks of the 

Jordan and their challenge was to take the land of Canaan. 
 But their first obstacle was the City of Jericho, an unconquerable, walled city! 

 
Can you imagine? Wait? Another obstacle? But God had not failed them yet…so Joshua listens to 
God and he speaks. 
 
Joshua 6:2 “Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with 
its king and its fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six 
days. 4 Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, 
march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When you hear them 
sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city 
will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.” 

 In this time of history, cities would be “taken” in a totally different way 
 Maybe with assault or by tunneling under the wall or setting fire 
 BUT this strategy was so unique – it took a great trust in God to not do it how others would 

have done it at the time. 
 
6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” 7 And he ordered the army, “Advance! 
March around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the Lord.” 

- Joshua speaks to the people & they do it.  
- The armed men, the priests, the trumpets, the rear guard…didn’t raise their voice or say a 

word – then they would CIRLCLE & return to camp 
- Then they did this for another six days (7 total) 

 
16 The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the 
army, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city!  
 
20 When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men 
gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city.” 
 
Church  – God has given us a great vision for Southwest Florida and for our Network of Churches. 

 Lost people Found, Found Free, Free Empowered to Make Kingdom Impact 
 In 2018 God spoke to me 20 locations & 1,000 Churches in our Network 
 The vision is clear! 
 But this next year is crucial to the long-term vision that God has given us!!! 

 
Thoughts on Advancing in Faith 
 
1. Don’t get ahead of God.  



 Ark of the Covenant (God’s presence) - It goes before us 
 Could be so easy for any one of us to “want” something, but when we decide – “God, I don’t 

want to be ahead or behind you…I want to be in step with you” – that’s where true joy & 
fulfillment come as a son/daughter!  

 ILL: 13 years ago, serving & loving communities, “what would it be like to have a building like 
this where we could constantly be meeting the needs of our city here?” In 2016 God opened 
the door for us to purchase the building ($10 M to build. Purchased for $1.8 M) 

o That was the first step…and originally we thought it would be a “Dream Center” 
o But God changed our course and clarified the vision – that it’s a location of our church 

that will serve our city and make generational impact! 
 Holy Spirit spoke: It’s going to take a Mighty hand of God - Purposefully slowing down to 

look at “20 years from now” 
o Strongholds aren’t broken by our strategies. They are broken by our strong God! 
o It would have been easy for us to “push through” but we don’t want to get ahead of 

God, we need God to go before us! 
 The same is true in our lives as well. God wants to advance us in faith, but we have to be 

careful not to get ahead of Him and push our agenda through. 
 
2. The advancement is His timing. 

 There are areas that we all want to advance. Personally, in our church, in our homes …there 
are visions, dreams & even promises. BUT the advancement is in His timing. 

 
Habakkuk 2:3 “For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove  
false. Though it linger, wait for it. It will certainly come and will not delay.” 

- It’s not delayed – it’s on God’s time. 
- It’s appointed – and we are waiting on Him. 

 
Great faith says “I trust your timing, not mine.” We have waited and we believe the time is now! 

 This has been a waiting season, but TOMORROW interior demolition begins!!! 
 Our goal is to launch our Downtown Location One Year from now  
 BEFORE & AFTER PICTURES 

 
The time is now. It’s time to reach more lost people with His love. To see people set free & a city 
impacted with the love of Jesus like never before! 
 
3.  Understand that “one step” is advancement. 

 In our lives or in our church, we can often think that advancement is when it’s FINISHED. But 
it’s critical to see that one step means we are advancing! 

o Not running, but stepping and firming up our faith with each step.  
o It’s one step – look left, look right. Then take another step. 

 ILL: The downtown location is our largest building. 46,000 SF. It’s going to be a $5 Million 
project, for the land/building/renovations/furniture  

o Right now you have already given $1.1 Million 
o Believing that we are going to move in debt-free 



 Each of us taking steps – follow Jesus, trust Him, hear His voice, respond, obey! 
o Every Step matters – calling all of us from youngest to oldest to keep taking steps. 

 ILL: children of Israel – marched & went back to the camp. Marched & went 
back to the camp) 

 Every step is a part of the breakthrough that is coming – “one step” is advancement. 
o We are already seeing breakthrough! 
o ILL: Excited to share our partnership with Lee Health (they will be leasing & renovating 

to create a health clinic) - PICTURE 
o Working with One Hope to help us with outcome-based ministry. From after-school 

mentoring, to GED programs…We want to slow down to really meet the needs of the 
community: body, soul & spirit 

 One step is advancement. In your own life, you may not be there yet, but you’re 
advancing…Keep celebrating EVERY STEP!!! 

 
4.  The alignment of the troops is strategic for the Battles & Victory ahead. 

 Ark – Priests – Trumpets (worship) - Everyone aligned with the vision was a part of the 
victory. God knew this wouldn’t be the last obstacle they faced. 

o Just a reminder, if there is a battle, it means there is a victory! 
o We know that the enemy will try and come against us, but God is assembling an army. 

 God calls leaders to humbly step in and say YES 
o ILL: Excited to announce Pastor Quay and Lisa Crenshaw (join on stage) 
o Quay shares for 1 minute – vision of I-75 to McGregor (cross the tracks) 

 The alignment around the vision…all of us fighting for the heart of God – it’s going to require 
the whole house, all of us (no matter our location) to be unity together & say, “I’ll join the 
battle so I can celebrate in the victory!”  

o Some of us, God will speak that we are to be a part and make this our location, to lead 
and serve the people downtown. Start praying! 

o For all of us, as we open this room in our house, we believe that God is going to align 
us all. Strengthen and fill our teams, step into leadership, say yes – align with us! 

 
5. It will require FAITH as we step. 

 This is the greatest FAITH goal we have ever put before you as a church. 
o It’s not without wisdom. Just so you know, we are in a great position as a church. 
o Only debt is our mortgages: Currently $4.6 million (paying down every year because of 

your generosity) 
o Debt to income ratio is beyond healthy for a church our size – so this is faith and 

wisdom. 
 But it’s going to require faith as we step together!  

o Faith is the substance of what we don’t see in the natural – that’s why greater 
supernatural eyes, ears and a spirit-led life will be needed for all of us! 

 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands…” 
o God spoke this before any battle plan – before anything happened…“See – it’s done!”  

 As we go to step, we won’t always see in the natural how it’s going to happen. 



o We won’t have all of the data in front of us…there is a measure of Faith that we will all 
need in this season. 

 Each one of us will be challenged in a new way…which means God is taking us to a new level 
of faith! 

o In your personal life: believing for more freedom, more trust, for healing & miracles 
o Together: believing that we will be able to move-in a year from now, debt free! 

 
How can you be a part? 3 challenges: 
 
1. Make a decision to Advance! Don’t settle for staying in the “camp” let’s decide it’s time to 

advance in our life and as a church. 
 
2. Pray about the steps to take. 

 All year we are building God’s Kingdom through giving. Our Tithes first, then offerings 
through KB.  

o We invest in partnerships, people, projects – going to keep doing that as you give 
this year – but in FAITH, we are believing to renovate and build out the Place of our 
Downtown Location debt-free! 

 Asking each of us to take the step of making a Commitment to Kingdom Builders over the 
next 12 months.  

 Talk through Commitment Card PICTURE – online version: 
nextlevelchurch.com/downtownlocation (where you can also show interest in 
serving/leading at this location) 

 Cards on way out – take home, pray, seek God & participate. 
o 3 great questions to ask: Afford / Sacrifice / Believe God for 
o Pray those through…commitment Sunday, April 10th. 

 
3. Have Faith to trust God and just keep stepping. 
 
PRAY  

- Don’t get ahead of God 
- Trust His timing 
- See that God is advancing us, but we’ve got to keep stepping! 
- Downtown location – set our faith in agreement that you have given us the city 
- Mighty hand of God!!!! 

 


