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INTRO 
Welcome Next Level Church Family. 
It is a joy to be a part of this family that not only meets in this room, here at Fort Myers, but 
who also meets at our East Location on Gateway Blvd, in Cape Coral, and online. Can we 
welcome everyone joining us today?! 
 
If we have not yet had the privilege to meet, my name is Ashley Harmon and I am one of 
the Pastors here at Next Level Church. 
 
Before I go any further, I want to pause and honor our Lead Pastors, Pastors Matt and Sarah 
Keller. It will be 10 years in October that I have been on Staff and a part of this House and 
at every turn, you have been faithful. At every hurt, you have forgiven. At every trial, you 
have remained. At every mountaintop, you have given God the glory. Thank you for setting 
an example of what it means to be a fully engaged follower of Jesus, especially in the hard 
and lonely and difficult moments. 
 
TENSION 
Which leads me to a question I want to ask all of us today… 
?? How many of us have ever been faced with an unexpected circumstance that seemed to 
stop us in our tracks? 
 
MIP – Financial Burden, Marital Tension, Sickness, Loss of a Job, Loss of Life 
 
Perhaps some of us find ourselves face to face with these circumstances today.  
Maybe you walked in hopeless and alone, unsure of how you are even going to make it 
through. Maybe some of you showed up today at one of our locations or found us as you 
were scrolling Facebook and thought, “Why not? I have nothing to lose…” 
 
Wherever you find yourself today, we are glad that you are here.  
 
We are in Week 2 of our series called “Searching… Finding the Answers When Google 
Doesn’t Help.” 

 Throughout this series, we want to talk about 5 different people found in Luke with 5 
different needs who all found their answer, not by Google or the access to 
information that we now have at our fingertips, but at the feet of Jesus.  



 Last week, Pastor Matt talked our need for forgiveness and hope from the mistakes we 
have made in our past by looking to the woman in Luke 7 who poured out perfume 
onto Jesus’ feet. 
 

Today, I want to talk to you about searching for healing in our despair. 
 
PRAY (Transition Keys) 
 
TRUTH 
If you have your Bibles, we are going to be turning to Luke 8, starting in verse 40, where we 
find a man who was in need. 
 
Luke 8:40-42 NIV 
40 Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed Him, for they were all expecting Him. 
 
People had begun to hear of (and perhaps witness) Jesus and the miracles He had done, and 
they were expectant of what He would continue to do. 
 
 41 Then a man named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with 
Him to come to his house 42 because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. As 
Jesus was on His way, the crowds almost crushed Him.  
 
This man, Jairus, had a great need. His only daughter was dying and as Jesus began to travel 
with the man to heal his daughter, he gets stopped by a woman who also had a great need. 
We will speak to this need next week. 
 
Luke 8:49-50 NIV 
49 While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue 
leader. “Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher anymore.” 50 Hearing 
this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.” 
 
In the middle of doing a miracle in the life of someone else, Jairus gets word that his 
daughter had died. Now, what little hope Jairus had of a miracle is now gone. Yet, Jesus 
speaks directly to Jairus’s heart and encourages him to believe despite what everyone was 
telling him. 
 
Luke 8:51-55 NIV 
51 When He arrived at the house of Jairus, He did not let anyone go in with Him except 
Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and mother. 52 Meanwhile, all the people were 



wailing and mourning for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.” 
53 They laughed at Him, knowing that she was dead. 54 But He took her by the hand and 
said, “My child, get up!” 55 Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up.  
 
 
Despite the impossible odds, Jesus saw this man’s need and brought healing to his daughter. 
 
Now, it is easy to have faith when we know how the story ends, but what about those of us 
who find ourselves face to face with a need today?  
 
What about those of us who are experiencing “death” in an area of our lives and we need 
God to heal us? 
 
What do we do in those situations? 
 
?? How do we search for healing in our despair? 
 

5 Thoughts on Searching for Healing in our Despair 
 
1. Humbly recognize our need. 

 Luke 8:41  41 Then a man named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, 
pleading with Him to come to his house… 

 I find it interesting that Luke saw it fit to record that Jairus was a synagogue leader, 
essentially a modern-day pastor.  

 Luke wanted us to know that this well-known man had a need and that, in his need, 
he was not ashamed to fall at the feet of Jesus and plead. He was desperate.  

 This gives us permission to be desperate, to humbly recognize our need.  
 It also reminds us of our humanity, that we don’t have to be strong and put together, 

but that we can fall at the feet of Jesus and plead with Him for healing. 
 MIP – This is where my husband and I found ourselves in October. 

o In 2020, we decided that it was time for us to begin building our family.  
o Nearly 1 year later, we finally got a positive pregnancy test.  
o We were filled with joy and excitement, but that quickly turned to fear and 

anxiety as we were rushed in for an emergency ultrasound just 10 days later. 
o The ultrasound confirmed our pregnancy, but the pains I was having indicated 

a need for further testing.  
o They drew blood on Thursday and that following Monday, the first day of our 

Next Level Leadership Conference, they drew more blood. 



o We got the results on Tuesday and were relieved when our levels were 
progressing in the right direction. 

o Only to get an unexpected call the next day indicating that they needed to draw 
more blood and we needed another ultrasound. 

o We were in need of a miracle. 
 APP – Where are you in need of a miracle? 

 
2. Look for God in the waiting. 

 Luke records that while Jesus was on His way to Jairus’s house that He was stopped by 
a woman with a need. Rather than continuing to heal Jairus’s daughter, Jesus stopped 
to heal the woman. 

 There are times in our life where we have humbly recognized our need, we have fell 
at His feet, we have pleaded with Him for healing, and it seems that He isn’t listening. 

 Or worse, He seems to be listening to others, meeting their needs, healing them. 
 MIP – For my husband and I, the waiting looked like bloodwork indicating a likely 

miscarriage, but a 2-week waiting period to confirm the miscarriage because it was 
too early to be sure. 

o The waiting is often the hardest place to be. We know the need, yet we don’t 
know the end. We feel stuck in the middle. 

o And, in the middle, we have a choice – become angry and bitter or open to God 
and those around us. 

o It would have been easy to become angry and bitter as I saw person after person 
announcing their pregnancy with no complications. 

o It would have been easy to become angry and bitter that it took us a year to 
conceive only to potentially lose it just as quickly as we gained it. 

o It would have been easy to become angry and bitter and withdraw from God 
and from others – and, in a way, we had every right to be angry. 

o Yet, in the middle of the waiting, the Holy Spirit quickened the phrase, “And 
the church prayed…” in my spirit.  

o I had heard it in the middle of a song called “Still Moving…” The pastor was 
sharing a testimony of a woman who had been healed from an unexpected and 
unlikely circumstance because the church prayed. 

o “And the church prayed…” Dan and I began to invite Pastors Matt and Sarah, 
Pastor Charles and his wife, Stacey, Pastor Luis and his wife, Lisa, our close 
friends, and known prayer warriors. We had people praying intently for us, 
surrounding us in the waiting.  

 For Jairus, I think Jesus knew that, in the waiting, he would overcome not only by the 
power of Jesus, but by the witness of this miracle in another woman’s life. He needed 
to be reminded that Jesus could meet his need, that Jesus could heal his daughter. 



 APP – What is God teaching you in the waiting? Are you looking for Him or are you 
too focused on your own needs being met? 

 
?? How do we search for healing in our despair? 
 
We humbly recognize our need, we look for God in the waiting, and… 
 
3. Grieve the loss when necessary. 

 Luke 8:49 49 While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, 
the synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher 
anymore.” 

 In the middle of Jesus doing a miracle in someone else’s life, Jairus is met with the 
news that Jesus didn’t make it in time. His daughter had died. 

 Jairus went from a place of need to a place of despair. 
 Despair: the complete loss or absence of hope 
 MIP – On October 20, 2021, just a day before my mom’s birthday and our original 

confirmation of pregnancy appointment, I began miscarrying naturally. 
o All hope of carrying this child to full-term was now gone. 
o Our sweet child was going home to be in the arms of Jesus.  
o It would have been easy to take the advice given to Jairus – to not bother 

myself or anyone else with it.  
o However, by the grace of God, we were encouraged to take time to grieve, to 

mourn, to wail, to cry, to wrestle it out. 
o We are just 11 days away from our intended due date, my dad’s birthday, June 

2nd, and we still find ourselves in places of grief.  
o Grief isn’t linear. It never makes sense. It hits us in moments and in ways we 

never could imagine. Yet, grief was designed by God to allow us to release those 
emotions. 

 APP – Where are you in need of grieving?  
 
The good news is that God can handle your grief and He invites us… 
 
4. Turn your despair into desperation. 

 Luke 8:49 50 Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she 
will be healed.” 

 Amid Jairus’s grief, Jesus reminds Jairus of his desperation. 
 Desperate: (of a person) having a great need or desire for something 
 Jesus invites desperation by instructing him to do 2 things: 

o 1. Don’t be afraid.  



 Fear paralyzes us and leaves us trapped in despair. 
 Proverbs 13:12 ESV 12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick… 
 Jesus knew that fear and faith could not coincide. 

o 2. Just believe. 
 After hearing the report of his daughter’s death, Jesus knew that Jairus 

did not have much faith to believe that his daughter could be made well. 
 He didn’t invite Jairus to understand why this was happening. He invited 

Jairus to trust and believe Jesus at His Word even when everything 
within him told him not to. 

 MIP – I wish I could stand up here today and inspire your faith by telling you that 
God has done a miracle in our lives and has given us another child.  

o If I am being honest, my husband and I have been at a place of despair. 
 In our grief, it has been easy to live in fear.  
 In our grief, it has been easy to doubt. 
 In our grief, it has been easy to withdraw.  
 In our grief, it has been easy to try to figure it out on our own. 
 But, in our grief, He is inviting us to go deeper – to trust and believe. 

 APP – Are you stuck in despair or are you willing to become desperate? 
 
5. Desperation can yield greater dependence on God. 

 Jairus turned his despair into desperation and Jesus raised his daughter from the dead 
as a result. 

 Yet, I know that many of you, like me, are still in a place of desperation and we feel 
stuck, stuck in a cycle that we cannot seem to break free from. 

 MIP – For me, that cycle has been a Cycle of Self-Sufficiency 
o Pleading – “I have a need.” 
o Faith – “I believe.” 
o Despair – “It wasn’t supposed to be this way.”  
o Control – “I can do it on my own.” 
o Failure – “There is something wrong with me.” 

 Rather than turning my despair into desperation, I have found myself trying to make 
sense of it all, trying to control the outcome, which leads me to a place of failure, 
believing there is something wrong with me or feeling like I am not enough.  

 This just furthers the despair. 
 But God is inviting us to break the cycle of despair and, instead, become desperate 

and dependent upon Him. 
 Being desperate for God is not about grasping for His presence or His power. It is 

about fully believing that God is already with you, and that He desires to walk 
alongside you, to comfort you, to guide you, to heal you.  



 A lack of desperation leads to spiritual death because we begin to believe we can do it 
on our own. 

 2 Corinthians 1:8b-11 NIV 
We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired 
of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this 
happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He 
has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On Him we 
have set our hope that He will continue to deliver us, 11 as you help us by your 
prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in 
answer to the prayers of many. 

 APP – Will you let the dead things in your life lead you to greater dependence? 
CLOSE 
As we set to close, I want to end how we started – with a question.  
 
?? What if Jairus had gone a different way?  
He was a well-known man who had probably had access to a lot of resources. He could have 
continued to live in the cycle of despair through control and recurrent failure.  
 
Yet, he chose to break the cycle and yield what he could do to God.  
He turned his despair into desperation. 
He pleaded.  
He had faith to believe God at His Word.  
He searched for healing amid his despair. 
 
The result? 
Because Jesus is God, He spoke to the girl as if she were alive.  
Because Jesus is God, He can speak to the dead things in our lives as if they were alive. 
 
Romans 4:17 ESV 
… who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 
?? Where are you in need of searching for healing amid your despair? 
 
There is no need too big that God cannot heal. 
 
Don’t stop asking! Some of us are giving up too soon. 
Keep asking, keep knocking, keep pleading – for your own healing and for the healing of 
those around you.  
 



Don’t stop believing! Some of us need to stop listening to the people who are speaking death 
over us. Some of us need to stop speaking death over ourselves. We need to speak life over 
our wombs. We need to speak life over our marriage. We need to speak life over our kids. 
We need to speak life over our finances, our friendships, our dreams. We need to sing out 
the promises of God and believe for healing again.  
 
TRANSITION TO WAYMAKER 


