
Hope – Week 2 – Week 7 Post-Hurricane Ian 
November 13th, 2022 

“Hope b/c He’s got a Plan!!!” 
Intro: 
- 2 Opp’s to Serve: This Saturday & Saturday of Thanksgiving! 

- Here’s why: It’s easy to think everything is back to normal, if it’s back 
to normal for us! 

- But the reality is, for SO MANY in our region, it’s NOT back to 
Normal! 

- We have the Opp. To be the Hands & Feet of Jesus as we head into 
the Holiday Season! 

 
- A Few Weeks ago, we sent out a crew to a woman’s home & take a look at 
this… 
 
VIDEO  - Sign up today! 
 
- As for today, we are continuing our “Hope” Series, b/c we Serve the God 
OF Hope!!! 

- Today we’re going to look at a story in the Bible that was Hopeless, 
but then Jesus showed up… 

  - But before He showed up… He… didn’t!!! 
- This story has everything to do w/ where so many of us are living right now! 
 
PRAY (25 MINUTES) 
 
John 11:1 “Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now 
lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his 
feet with her hair.) 
 
v. 3-4 “So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 
When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it 
is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 
 



v. 5-7 “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he 
heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, and 
then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 
 

A Few Thoughts: 
1. Sometimes God doesn’t do things the way we want Him to.  
 
 A. Jesus stays where He is for 2 MORE DAYS!!! 
  - If you & I heard this news, we would have gone immediately! 
 
 B. MIP: How often do we have a “Plan for God’s Plan”?!? 

- “God I’ve got it all figured out & if You’ll just do it this way, it will 
all be easy & simple & smooth sailing!” 

   - But Sometimes God’s not into “Smooth Sailing!” 
C. SAYING ABOUT THE STORM? “Why did we have to take a direct hit? 

  - ? Why my business? My home? My car? Our region? 
 
 C. The Disciples didn’t get it, but God was working a bigger plan. 
 
v. 11 “After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” His disciples replied, 
“Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had been speaking of his death, 
but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
 - Then the disciples remind Jesus that Bethany is Hostile Evironment! 
 
v. 14-15 “So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I 
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
 
v. 16 “Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

D. Doubting Thomas got mad!!! He’s like, “Well, I guess we’re all gonna 
die now, huh?!?” - He really couldn’t see what God was up to! 

 
v. 17-19 “On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days. Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 



and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of 
their brother. 
 
v. 20 “When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, 
but Mary stayed at home.” 
 
2. Our Unmet Expectations can put distance between us and God.  
 
 A. Mary stayed at home, b/c she was mad at God!!! 
  ? How could you let my brother die? – You loved him! 

- You could have fixed this / made it better / changed my 
circumstances, but you didn’t! 

 
 B. MIP: ? Ever been there? 

- So many of us have had areas of our life where we’ve looked on 
& went, “God You could do something about this but You’re NOT!” 

 
 C. Even Martha felt that way, but she still kept her faith… 
 
v. 21-22 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever 
you ask.” 
 A. Martha said, “If you had…” but she also said, “But I know.” 

- MIP: How often do we say to God, “If you had… then I wouldn’t?” 
  - Examples:  - “If you had sent the storm another direction…” 
   - “If you had healed my child…”  

- “If you had healed my ex’s addiction…” 
- “If you had intervened / fixed / changed… then I wouldn’t…” 

 
“But…” 3. Martha had Hope in the Midst of her Pain. 
 
She also said: v. 22 “But I know…” 

 
A. Martha had a “But I know…”  

- She had faith! She had Hope that even in what looked like an 
impossibly difficult situation, Jesus could turn it around! 



 
 B. MIP: ? Church Family – How’s your Faith right now?  
  ? Which side of the Continuum are you closer to right now? 
  ß---- If you had -----------|---------- But I know ---à 
 
v. 23-26 “Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha answered, 
“I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to 
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” 
 
v. 27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, who is to come into the world.” 
 - Martha kept her Belief High!!! 
 - MIP: So must we!!! Faith is where Hope comes from! 
 
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a conviction of 
things not seen.” (ASV) 
  
- After this, she goes back & gets Mary… she comes out to meet Jesus… 
 
v. 32 “When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell 
at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 
 - She’s on the “If you had” side of the scale! 
 
v. 33-34 “When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where 
have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied.” 
 
v. 35 “Jesus wept.” 
 
4. Jesus always Meets us where we are & relates to our Pain. 
 
 A. This is the shortest verse in the Bible! 



- And yet one of the most powerful b/c it shows us how Jesus is 
always willing to sit with us & meet us at the point of our pain! 

 
B. He could have said, “Girl, it’s fine, I’m about to raise him from the 
dead & do a miracle & work it all out!” 

  - But He didn’t! 
  - He sat with her in her pain & wept with her.  
 

C. MIP: Church we have a God who sits with us in our pain right where 
we are!!! 

- Yes, He’s working, He’s moving, He’s ordering our steps / He’s 
going before us / He’s working it all for good! 

  - But He is ALSO Sitting w/ us in our Pain!!! 
 - SLOW DOWN & MINISTER TO HEARTS RIGHT HERE! 

 
v. 38-39 “Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave 
with a stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, 
Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad 
odor, for he has been there four days.” 
 
v. 40-42 “Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see 
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone.  
 
v. 43-44 “When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of 
linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave 
clothes and let him go.” 
 
5. Jesus has ways of doing things we know nothing about! 
 
 A. Nobody there had ever seen a dead man raised, but Jesus did it! 
 

B. MIP: I don’t know what situation you’re facing, but I want you to know 
that God has ways of performing miracles in your life that you & I can’t 
imagine or fathom!!! 

  - Financial / Relational / Practical / Emotional / Storm-Related /  



 
- Church – I felt to remind you that He is a Good, Good Father & you can trust 
Him!!! 

- Don’t be like Doubting Thomas – “Well, I guess we’re all just gonna 
die now!!!” 
- Keep the Faith, Keep running to Him, Keep surrendering your 
Expectations of how YOU think it ought to be done! 

  - God has ways of accomplishing things we know nothing about! 
 
Close: 
 
? What are you facing?  
? Where do you need Jesus to Show up? 
? Where do you need Jesus to Sit with you? 

- He’s with you wherever you are & in whatever situation you need Him 
to show up in!!! 

 
TIME OF PRAYER  


