
Rainy Day Protection – Part 1 
“Let’s talk about Money!!!” 

February 5th, 2023 
Intro: 
 
- Today we are Launching a New Series called, “Rainy Day Protection,” & for 
the next 4 weeks we are going to be talking about Money! 

- Now, before you head for the door, give me a minute! 
   - B/c see there’s a problem in our world today! 
 
- More People are STRESSED about Money than we think! 
 - 1 of the Leading causes of Divorce & Fighting in Marriage is Money! 

- But… Everybody’s talking ABOUT Money, but nobody’s Talking TO it! 
- Everywhere we hear, “Inflation / The Price of Things is Going up!” 

- Politicians are arguing about it / News Anchors are Telling us 
about it / People at work are complaining about it,  

   - But Nobody is actually Giving us any Helpful Advice! 
 
- Add to that, we here in SWFL, had a Literal “Rainy Day” that has added an 
Incalculable Burden Financially to SO MANY of us! 

- Where we end up is: Many of us are Living in Despair in our Finances! 
 - & We as a Church want to help you! 
 

- For the next 4 weeks, we are going to talk straight to this area of our lives 
that EVERY, SINGLE ONE of us are Dealing with! 
 - Money Issues are something ALL of US can relate to! 
 
- Here’s the Good News… God talks A LOT about Money in the Bible!!! 

- Believe or not, this Book holds the Keys to us not just “Surviving” but 
“Thriving” in the Financial Area of our Lives! 
- We are Passionate about seeing EVERYONE who is Planted in this 
House, THRIVE w/ Money, not just GET BY w/ Money!  

 
- Also… God has Opened some Amazing Doors for us to be able to Offer all 
of us some tools for How to Handle our Money God’s Way that we believe 
are a Game-Changer as it relates to all of our Personal Financial Lives! 



- ? What if this is the Year that ALL of US get our Financial Lives in 
Order & start living Victoriously in the area of our Finances?!? 

  - As a staff, we’ve been praying this over you since the storm! 
 
PRAY – Will you open your Heart today? 
 
- GETTING A NEW SMART TV A COUPLE YEARS AGO ILL. 

- I was happy to hook up the Cable Box & be able to watch TV! 
- Then a week or 2 later, I go in the Mancave & Will was watching 
Roku & Netflix & YouTube! 

- & I was like, “Wait! It can do that?!?”  
- He showed me how the Manufacturer had Pre-loaded all these apps & 
features that I had no idea about!!! 

 
- The Same is true w/ our Money!!! 

- You & I only know what we were taught by our Parents or in school, 
which most of the time, isn’t much! 

- But the Manufacturer actually Pre-Loaded a lot of features into 
your Money that are Really Cool! 

   - We’ve just got to know how to access them & use them! 
 
- Jesus talked a lot about money, in fact, He talked more about Money than 
about Heaven, Hell & Prayer combined! 
 
Matthew 25:14 “Again, the Kingdom of heaven can be illustrated by the story 
of a man going on a long trip.  He called together his servants and entrusted 
his money to them while he was gone.” 
  
v. 15 “He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and 
one bag of silver to the last – dividing it in proportion to their abilities.  He 
then left on his trip.” 

- Of course, the implications of this teaching go way beyond money, 
but for our discussion today, I want us to leave it in that realm. 

         - EXPLAIN WHAT’S HAPPENING… 
- Notice a few things about the story, & about our lives as well! 

  



*  The Money came from the Master.  
- The Bible says He divided up his money to His servants… 
A. We don’t decide who gets what, or how much… the master does. 

- Everybody got something. 
- The truth is, we’ve been given A LOT – More than we think! 

                  - The average person on earth works for less than $2 / day. 
   - NIGUSU’S MOM – WORKS FOR $.35 (PICTURE) 
                           - That’s a pretty small bag of silver. 

 
B.  MIP:  When it comes to the money conversation, we must recognize 
that: 

                  1) We’ve been given a lot. 2) It all belongs to God. 
 

C. If we think we’ve earned it, or we have it, b/c something we did, then 
Money will always be a stressor in our life.  

- B/c if we’re the Source of supply, then we have to figure out how 
to carry the weight of all that. 
- Its never been God’s intention that we be the Source of Supply in 
our lives. 

 
D. The verse says He divided it according to Their Abilities. 

- It’s not that our abilities don’t matter, they do, but we must first 
recognize that God is our source, Period!!! 

  
v. 16-17 “The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the 
money and earned five more.  The servant with two bags of silver also went 
to work and earned two more.” 
  
v. 18 “But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the 
ground and hid the master’s money.” 
          
* He Lets us do What we want with our Money. 

A.  One of the most fascinating aspects of God for me is that He gives 
us such Freedom of Choice. 

- When it comes to how we live our life, what we pursue, & how we 
spend our money, there are No Restrictions!!! 



- God gives us all this money, & then let’s us have the freedom to 
choose what we do with it. 

                   
v. 19 “After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to 
give an account of how they had used his money.” 
  
*  The Master cares about what we do with it. 

A.  Jesus makes it very clear that what we have been given, we will one 
day give account for. 

  
v. 20 “The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came 
forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to 
invest, and I have earned five more.’” 
  
v. 21 “The master was full of praise.  ‘Well done, my good and faithful 
servant.  You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will 
give you many more responsibilities.  Let’s celebrate together!’ 
         - He does the same thing with the 2 bags guy. 
         - But then look at the 3rd servant… 
  
v. 24-25 “Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, 
I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and 
gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. I was afraid I would lose your money, 
so I hid it in the earth.  Look here is your money back.’” 
  
v. 26-27 “But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant!  If you knew 
I harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, why 
didn’t you deposit my money in the bank?  At least I could have gotten some 
interest on it.’” 
 

* 4 Characteristics of the guy who didn’t use the Master’s Money Wisely: 
  
1.  He had a Wrong Focus. 

A.  We get a glimpse into this guy’s soul when we look at his reply to 
the master in verse 24: “I knew you were a harsh man…” 



- He had a view & image of the Master when it came to the area of 
money that was negative. 

 
B. MIP: Some of us have lived our whole lives the same way… 

- When we think about God & our money, its always negative! 
- We have this image that all God wants is our money & that 
He’s this harsh, mean, horrible God who doesn’t give us 
enough to begin with & then expects too much of us in the 
end. 

C.  When we start with this focus, it taints everything else we do!!! 
   - MIP: ? How do you view God & your Money? 
 
2.  He was motivated by Fear. 

A. v. 25 he says, “I was afraid…” 
B. To recognize that our Money is a Spiritual Issue is Tough! 

- It’s not popular in our culture & the truth is:  it requires faith! 
 
C.  MIP: Right now, some of us have been pushing back b/c we don’t 
like to think of our money as being a spiritual issue! 

- To do so, requires Accountability. 
- As long as it’s “My Money, and My Stuff” then the results & 
consequences are up to me. 

- Sadly, too many of us, like the 3rd guy in the story, aren’t 
getting the results we want in the financial zones of our lives. 

- & the reason why is b/c we are AFRAID to Trust God with it! 
D. It takes Faith to Invite God into the Money Areas of our Lives! 

  
3.  He had Impure Motives. 

A. The Master called him “Wicked.” Yikes!           
- Apparently, the master recognized in him that he hadn’t 
mishandled the money innocently. 

- The master recognized that he had other motives going on. 
B. Here’s the thing about our money:   

We do what we want to do, don’t we? 
 
C. & Our motives vary from person to person. 



- Some of us want to keep up with the Jones… 
- Some of us have to have the newest and latest and greatest. 
- Some of us want to give off Appearances. 

- Of course, there are exceptions where a Medical Condition or 
Hurricane Damage force us into financial difficulty. 
- However, the vast majority of us are exactly where we are 
financially, b/c of the choices we have made. 

D. MIP:  God wants us to Check our Motives about the Choices we make 
with our money. 

  
4.  He was lazy. 

A.  Let’s be honest… handling our money right takes Time,  
energy, Focus, Intentionality & Effort! 

- It’s hard work! 
- It’s way easier to just live “Unconsciously” with our money, then 
it is to Engage it, budget it, and force ourselves to be accountable 
for it!  

B.  We are not living in an economy where Lazy works! 
- Lazy Money People Lose in this economy! 

  
The Result: 
  
v. 28 “Then he ordered, ‘take the money from this servant, and give it to the 
one with the ten bags of silver.” 
  * He lost it. 

- He ended up where he didn’t want to be, b/c of his choices. 
MIP:  Some of us feel the very same way! 

The Resolve: Jesus said… 
  
v. 29 “To those who use well what they have been given, even more will be 
given, and they will have an abundance…” 
  
* We’ve got to figure out how to “Use Well” what we’ve been given. 

- There’s a lot at stake when it comes to our money: 
- Peace, Joy, Fulfillment, Stewardship, & Life in our relationships. 



- We can’t afford to spend another week not “USING WELL” what we’ve 
been given. 

  
- SMART TV AGAIN its capable of amazing things, but we’ve got to be trained 
on how to use it! 
  
Challenge: 
  
1.  What’s our view of God when it comes to money? 

- ? Are you the Source or is God? 
 

2.  Are we afraid to Trust God with our Money? 
? Do we believe God wants you to Succeed w/ Money or Struggle?  
 

3.  What Motives are Driving our Financial Decisions? 
  
4.  Have we gotten Lazy in how we handle our money? 
 
? What if this is the Year that you Succeed w/ Money like never before?  
 
Don’t miss 1 week of this series!!! It’s going to Change your Life! 
 
PRAY  


